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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


GERMAN BANK--(Richardus) is the name of the first West German bank to have a 
large number of its shares owned by an Arab financial institution. The bank is 
in Frankfurt and is a subsidiary of the investment group of the same name. The 
Arab party which owns [the shares], the Arab Banking Organization, based in Bah- 
rain, with ownership in Kuwait, Libya, and the UAE, announced that it bought a 
large number of shares in the German investment group, but neither the number of 
shares nor the total value of this transaction was specified. The purchase of 
these shares is viewed as the third step in a plan to establish the Arab Banking 
Organization in world markets, after New York and London. [Text] [Paris AL- 
MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 258, 30 Jan 82 p 42] 


JORDANIAN ADVISORS IN BAHRAIN--Diplomatic observers in Bahrain have confirmed 
that King Husayn's recent visit to the Gulf state resulted in an increase in the 
number of Jordanian advisors working in the Bahraini armed forces, the internal 
security forces, and intelligence. These sources denied that Jordanian armed 
forces have arrived on the island to help the Bahraini forces in suppressing any 
sabotage movement which might arise there. [Text] [Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA 
AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 251, 22-28 Feb 82 p 19] 


CSO: 4404/333 




















OPEC AFFAIRS 


YAMANI DISCUSSES OPEC ROLE IN THIRD WORLD ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 98, 26 Dec 81 p 43 


[Article by Joseph Fitchett: “Ahmad Zaki Yamani Explains OPEC's Plans to Deal 
With Third World Energy Problem"] 


[Text] It appears that Saudi Arabia, after its victory in obtaining a unified 
oil price at the last OPEC conference, is trying to erase the aftermath of its 
long campaign to lower oil prices by giving new political momentum to the OPEC 
countries and making them play an increasingly important role in the North-South 
dialogue. This important role will require new positions on the part of the OPEC 
countries toward both the West and the developing nations. Within the framework 
of revealing this new strategy, Saudi Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources 
Shaykh Ahmad Zaki Yamani said in a speech before a recent seminar of prominent 
businessmen in Vienna, “OPEC has participated in all negotiations and sessions 
between the North and South countries, even if unofficially by participating 
through countries which are members of this organization. However, the situation 
differs now since OPEC is trying to play a more effective, positive role through 
more comprehensive planning in matters related to these negotiations." 


It appears that the important factor in OPEC's new strategic plan sponsored by 
Saudi Arabia is that of helping the poor Third World countries find oil in their 
own countries. However, this plan seems outwardly to contradict reality. Why 
does OPEC want to help other countries which are now its clients find their own 
oil sources, at a time when there is a glut on the oil market and prices are very 
low? Why are the OPEC countries interested in bringing more oil onto the market 
and increasing supply over demand, thereby decreasing OPEC's influence? 


The answer is not as simple as some would imagine. "However, there is a simple 
fact that we should mention at this point," as one official who attended the 
Vienna meetings said. Any efforts by OPEC in this direction would not yield re- 
sults until 5 years from now at least, and would not have any significant results 
for 15 or 20 years, except in a small number of poor countries. By that date, 
the OPEC countries will have depleted most of their oil, and four or five of 
these countries will have stopped exporting oil completely." 


The Political Benefits 


This official pointed out, "We should be prepared for such a problem and should 
begin to deal with it now." 




















However, the immediate political benefits to OPEC also seem attractive. While 
OPEC countries are trying to attribute the diqficulties of the developing coun- 
tries, who are their natural allies, to the unreasonable rates of inflation sweep- 
ing the western countries, the latter are saying that the high cost of oil is not 
allowing these countries to develop their economies. Therefore, if OPEC tries to 
help these countries solve this problem, it will also strengthen Arab policy and 
its influence throughout the world. 


But what is the problem exactly? It is simply that oil drilling is confined al- 
most exclusively to the United States, the Soviet Union and the Middle East. 

These operations are not going on in the rest of the world, except on a small 
scale. For example, last year 10,000 exploratory wells were drilled in the United 
States alone. In the developing, non-OPEC countries only 395 wells were drilled. 
This situation has not changed since 1973, which witnessed a huge increase in oil 
prices, spurring an increase in oil drilling. 


We must add that 7/0 percent of the wells now being drilled are in nine countries 
only, three of which are very large countries--Argentina, Brazil and India. 
Another three countries already have some oil, and it is expected that more will 
be found--Malaysia, Cameroon and Egypt. 


Yamani and the Third World 


One of those who are trying to explain this dilemma is Francisco Bara, former 
president of the Venezuelan Oil Company and member of the OPEC council which is 
drawing up a long-term oil drilling strategy. In an interview in Vienna, Bara 
said, "There are circumstances that force investors not to give assistance to 
other countries unless they are assured of making immense profits. However, when 
profits become an accomplished fact, investors are hesitant to take the risk of 
investing their money, believing that if oil is discovered in a host country, that 
country might change the rules of the game (through nationalization, for example) 
because with such large profits, the government of that country would be forced 

to take control of matters." 





To find a way out of this predicament, Bara, with the help of former Canadian 
Minister of Energy Maurice Strong, has established a company to find new oil 
drilling methods for small developing countries which might have enough cil to 
meet local needs. The Government of Kuwait has bought into this new agency, 
headquartered in Vienna and named the International Corporation for Energy Devel- 
opment. 


This company is trying to create new types of international insurance projects 
and other guarantees to encourage international investors (including large oil 
companies worldwide) to drill for oil in developing countries. 


However, such special efforts are not enough by themselves. In Vienna Shaykh 
Ahmad Zaki Yamani defined the new thoughts and ideas which leaders of the OPEC 
countries have in this regard when he pointed out that "Saudi Arabia's first 

priority now is establishing an organization outside the World Bank to handle 
international energy matters, but we are concerned that the great interest in 




















this would eclipse other more important matters, like the development question 
in the Third World, because this alone is much less than what we would like to ac- 
complish for the developing countries.” 


Shaykh Yamani specified three primary aspects of the Third World energy problem to 
which OPEC is trying to find a solution: 


--Guaranteeing to meet the energy needs of these countries in times of emergency. 


--Trying to help these countries financially when there is a sharp increase in 
prices. 


--Discovering and developing national energy sources in the developing countries. 


This plan is very ambitious and is within OPEC's capabilities; however, it must be 
begun immediately, even though the developing countries" oil requirements are quite 
modest relatively speaking--no more than 2 million barrels a day. This require- 
ment could increase to several times this amount by the end of this decade because 
energy is one of the chief necessities for development and strengthening the eco- 
nomic infrastructure in these countries. They are the opposite of the industrial- 
ized countries, which have attained an advanced stage of development and have been 
spurred by the oil shortage and high prices to change their techniques and to sub- 
stitute other kinds of fuel. 


In other words, all these plans and projects mean that OPEC wants to help the 
small developing countries find oil, even a small amount, to eliminate requests 
for financial aid to meet high energy prices and requests for oil at no charge. 





However, on the political level, the OPEC countries have realized that the ques- 
tion of energy and of drilling for oil is one of the most sensitive issues which 
could help create a strong alliance with the countries of the Third World. 
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IRAN 


KHOMEYNI PUBLIC APPEARANCE REPORTED 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 60, 25 Feb 82 pp 1-3 


[Text] Ayatollah Khomeyni came back to life again this week when, obviously 
at the special request of his chief officials, he recorded five minutes of 
chat for radio and television to assure the Iranian public he hadn't been 
called to the place he is so fond of sending others with his blessing. 


Radio listeners were not sure whether Khomeyni was gasping as badly as it 
appeared, or if it was just a bad recording made when he received the four top 
members of his government hierarchy on Monday. His speech was the first item 
in the day's news, which also included a tragic bomb attack in Tehran that 
killed in the teens of innocent bystanders, and it proved so indistinct that 
people rang up and complained they couldn't hear it. So Tehran radio played 
it over again. 


Khomeyni told his listeners he was sitting laughing while the radio had 
broadcast reports from abroad that he was dead or dying. Those Iranians in 
exile who were spreading such stories really shouldn't bother, he said, and 
if they claimed they were thinking always of their country then they should 
come back and follow the path of Islam. 


Khomeyni also made it clear he was disturbed by reports of unrest and other 
problems facing his regime. They faced serious difficulties, he admitted, 
but went on to express his optimism that these could be overcome by those he 
refers to as "the people on the scene"--his most trusty followers. 


There was no mention of any council to succeed him as the supreme authority-- 
the faghih--in either his remarks or in any other official statements during 

the week. A statement from president Khamenei's office said "misinterpreta- 

tion by the news agencies regarding the formation of a leadership council led 
the news agencies to the conclusion that Imam Khomeyni was ill." 


No evidence that a three or five-man council to take Khomeyni's place on his 
death came to light during the week. Press speculation of the week before 
died away. Exile opposition sources continued to express their confidence 
that the senior ayatollahs, the four other "ozmas," would not accept a place 
on a council, either because they refused to be devalued as having only one- 
third or one-fifth the value of Khomeyni, or because they had been convinced 

















by political considerations that it would be imprudent to show indecent haste 
to bolster the present unpopular regime. 


Similarly, even some independent observers suggested that the reason behind 
the refusal of the members of the Council of Guardians to approve the land 
reform bill for which the Majlis is impatiently waiting is a fear that sign- 
ing such a measure could be held against them in the future. Islamic concepts 
of the sacrosanct nature of personal property are strong in Iran, even after 
a revolution, and signing away the land of interests who may regain their 
power obviously appeared to the Guardians as a dicey business, some sources 
said. 


Indeed, Majlis Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani, who was received by Khomeyni along 
with the president, the prime minister and the chief justice, made it clear 
in remarks after the audience that Khomeyni himself had also wriggled out of 
exercising his faghih in approving the measure, which was believed to be a 
prime object of the meeting with him. 


Rafsanjani told newsmen afterwards that Khomeyni said the Majlis was em- 
powered to pass the bill or any other just so long as it accorded with Islam. 
As long as the Assembly of Experts had assured its correctness the Council 
of Guardians, he said, had no right to negate it. 


This confused Iran watchers who had interpreted the constitution as providing 
for approval by the Council of Guardians of such legislation as essential 
before it could be finally passed. As guardians of the constitution this 
was implicit in their role. 


Some members of the council have denied more than once that they have been 
holding up the land reform bill, and in particular that part of it pertain- 
ing to sequestration of big estates. But Rafsanjani said categorically on 
Monday that it was the council which was holding up the bill, which sections 
of the Majlis have been clamouring to have put to them for approval. 


Once again some close observers of the Iran scene seized upon Khomeyni's demur 
over exercising his faghih in favour of the land reform as evidence of the 
continuing influence of former premier Mahdavi-Kani, and bazaar and other 
interests which he is thought to be representing, as the extremists try to 
cons: .idate their own power through mass expropriation and nationalisation. 


They also pointed to the reiteration by Khomeyni during his brief remarks of 
the importance of pushing on the work of checking the files and releasing as 
many prisoners as possible who are deemed not to have flouted Islamic princi- 
ples to a criminal degree. He was insistent on this, as before, telling his 
officials, "Make this work as eye-catching as you can"--in other words let the 
public see that they are releasing people. 


Reports from Iran say that a number of comparatively long-term political pri- 
soners, held since soon after the Khomeyni takeover in some cases, have been 
freed, apparently on parole. 























While the growing public outcry against the numbers of people being held and 
the conditions in which they are being kept in Evin and other prisons must 
obviously have impressed Khomeyni, some independent observers are asking who 
is busy telling him about this kind of thing when it is so often obvious he 
is ill-informed about subjects of this kind, obviously protected from com- 
plaints by the government officials. 


Could it be Mahdavi-Kani and people in his camp, th *' ask? Is this a reflec- 
tion of a behind-the-scenes battle similar to that which wert on so long 
between former IRP leader Beheshti and Bani-Sadr before it finally burst 

into public view? There is a strong feeling that it might be. 


Other observers have suggested that Khamenei, as reflected in his recent 
statements on the need to tackle problems of the judiciary, may be just as 
anxious to try to get greater control over the activities of the revolution- 
ary courts and officials like ayatollah Mohammadi-Gailani, who has been 
responsible for the arrest and execution of so many people in Evin prison. 
Mohammadi-Gailani exercises sway over the judicial side of the prison, carry- 
ing out arrests, too, through the militia which he controls. 


"Even Khamenei and his aides cannot be oblivious now to the seething discon- 
tent that livs behind the reign of terror being imposed by these seemingly 
independent ly-working arms of the mullahs’ administration," said a former 
official recently arrived from Tehran. "Every single section of the society 
has now been affected by the executions and by the constant oppression exer- 
cised by the Islamic zealots on nobody's authority other than their own. 
There seems to be awareness among the top officials at last that they are in- 
evitably being blamed now for their failure to restore security and stop 

the horror." 





The revolution anniversary two weeks ago also sparkedoff a high-powered cam- 
paign in the press to try to bring back some of the enthusiasm for revolu- 
tion that was all the rage in 1979. There were reprints of the papers of the 
time, presenting photographs and other material reminding people of the great 
days and what it had all been about. 


This, too, it is felt by many people, reflects the new awareness of the drain- 
ing away of public support for the regime and consequently the revolutionary 
idea. As do recent statements like those of Ayatollah Mohammad Reyshahri, 
head of the armed forces revolutionary tribunals, who has repeated his 

claims of the uncovering of a coup plot "hatched by imperialists, zionists 

and their agents." 


Reyshahri did not elaborate onthe plot itself, but said the "domestic wing" 
of the plotters had been smashed and many counter-revolutionaries arrested. 
He provided absolutely no evidence to back up his claims. 


Reyshahri and other officials have also begun to respond tothe waning of 

Khomeyni's popularity by reviving the kind of praise heaped upon him in late 
1978 and the following months. At last Friday's prayers in Tehran Reyshahri 
recited what he claimed were quotations from Shia saints some 1,000 years ago 











in which they predicted "the emergence of a leader who would take his community 
of believers through a revolution to freedom and salvation." 


Again, observers noted that this was the first time an occasion like Friday 
prayers had been used recently to bolster Khomeyni's image. Although the 
state television occasionally shows his likeness complete with glittering 
halo, un-Islamic enough in itself, it now seems a long time since the days 
when even educated Iranians rushed outside to see what they fully expected 
and had been told would be Khomeyni's face shining down from the moon. 


Added to all this was the allegation that was spreading around Tehran follow- 
ing Monday's bomb explosion there that it was the work of the regime's sup- 
porters, anxious to try to provide an excuse for blaming its opponents for 
callous disregard for human lives, and thus erode what is felt to be growing 
support for the nationalist opposition, in particular the monarchists. 


"There are plenty of signs this week that the mullahs are feeling more and 
more insecure and getting more desperate about how to reestablish themselves," 
aformer Iranian diplomat told IPS. "But it's too late. It's what happens if 
they go that's the problem now." 


CSO: 4600/295 




















IRAN 


TRADE WITH USSR EXPANDING RAPIDLY 


Londor IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 59, 18 Feb 82 pp 9-11 





[Text] Iran's trade with the Soviet Union reached its highest level ever in 
1981 for a total of $1.2 billion, the Moscow newspaper IZVESTIA reorted this 
week. For the first time since the revolution oil was imported from Iran--a 
total of 2.2 million tonnes. 


Lead, copper and fruit were other Iranian exports, while Iran benefited from 
Soviet help in building up industry, mainly in the power stations and steel 
industries. IZVESTIA said the Soviet Union also transshipped 3.4 million 
tonnes of goods to Iran across its territory in 1981, compared to only l 
million tonnes in 1978. 


Iran's minister of energy, Hassan Ghafouri-Fard, has just completed talks in 
Moscow, which, he announced at a press conference in the Soviet capital, had 
resulted in the signing of agreements for cooperation in construction of two 
major electric power stations at Ahvaz and Isfahan. But he said the thorny 
issue of Iranian gas deliveries to Russia wasn't raised during his visit. 


This contradicted statements by his country's oil minister and its minister of 
economics and finance Hossain Namazi, who said negotiations were in progress 
and a just price had been agreed upon. 


Commercial sources said none of the ministers seemed to be revealing the real 
truth of the situation, which almost certainly was that the Soviets had ex- 
pressed their firm desire to buy the gas without committing themselves on any 
new price. The plan to pipe gas from Russia to Europe meant that Moscow 
would need Iran's gas, and recent reportsthat Iran intended to continue with 
the project for a second pipeline to its northern neighbour were probably 
correct, they said. 


However, they pointed out, until supplies could be transported from the giant 
natural gas field at Kangan oil production in Iran would have to rise to two 
million barrels a day before there would be sufficient gas takeoff from the 
oil fields to feed the pipeline to Russia. 


Before the revolution Iran piped 10b cubic metres of gas annually to the 
Soviet Union. It was no secret that in those days Iranian officials were un- 
happy about the price the Soviets were paying, which was well below the world 
level. The Soviets, however, were taking the gas in return for building and 

















putting on stream the steel mill at Isfahan, and Iran was unable to pressure 
them to any great degree. 


The revolutionary regime, however, suspended shipments until a new higher price 
was agreed. In the past year Soviet experts have resumed work at the steel 
mill, according to a statement by Iranian officials, but no agreement on 

prices for gas in return has been announced. 


Iran's energy minister also announced the prospect of an agreement between the 
two countries on construction of a second dam on the Aras river, which serves 
as the border to the west of the Caspian Sea. This is to be jointly financed 
and the water and energy shared. The power station in Ahvaz mentioned in the 
agreement was damaged by Iraqi bombing attacks and was to be reconstructed. 


Again on the subject of oil, economics minister Namazi said this week that he 
was confident that Iran would be able to export between one and 1.5 million 
barrels of oil a day, as is foreseen by oil income estimates in the budget. 
Latest figures for export sa.es given in Tehran are around 600,000 barrels a 
day. 


Reports from Aden in recent weeks have suggested that Iran has begun selling 
kerosene and other refined fuels directly from refineries in south Yemen, 
which are being used now the Abadan refinery is out of action. This in spite 
of the fact there are severe shortages already being felt in Iran itself. 
Japanese interests are said to have bought $23 million worth to be shipped 
directly from South Yemen. 





The refineries at Tehran and Isfahan do not have sufficient capacity to cope 
with the domestic demands, commercial sources said. Iran is also thought to 
have a storage tank problem on Lavan island, from where shipments of oil 

are now taking place, and this is restricting shipments to foreign refineries 
for Iran's use as well as to foreign customers. 


Namazi also discussed repayments of loans made by Iran to a wide range of 
countries following the oil bonanza of the mid-70s when he was interviewed by 
the press. He said the loans made to the most needy courtries were, in fact, 
nonreturnable. But there were others to developing countries on a conces- 
Sional basis. 


Regarding repayment, which had become due in some instances, some "difficul- 
ties" had been experienced in the case of Sudan, Turkey and Poland. Pakistan, 
which had received large amounts, had been recently granted softer repayment 
terms in view of "good neighbourly relations." 


As tor loans granted to Afghanistan, India, Egypt, Indonesia, the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund, no "major problem" had been encountered. 
Egypt, for instance, hac recently paid back $51m. 


He criticised some industrialised countries which, he said, had received 
vast [Iranian loans during the prerevolutionary period, mostly as "bribes and 


blackmail." He singled out France for reluctance to honour its obligations 
to Iran. 


CSO: 4600/297 
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IRAN 


"MULLAHCRACY' SEEN REVISING EAST-WEST POSITION 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 59, 18 Feb 82 pp 7,8 


[Text] Sources inside Iran insist on their original assessment that the 
mullahs and the pro-Moscow Tudeh party hierarchy are still close allies, and 
that tiie Tudeh has so successfully infiltrated the mullahcracy that it could 
take over the whole administration simply by removing the cabinet. 


However, exiled Iranian analysts (who have no first-hand knowledge of the 
situation in Iran but are perhaps better placed to view the whole problem 
from a wider perspective) believe that the mullahs are in fact trying to curb 
the tentacles of the Tudeh party in their administration. But whether they 
can actually do so is another question, the analysts say. 


The mullahs have made a tremendous effort during the past few weeks to con- 
vince the people at home and policymakers abroad that their regime is as far 
from Moscow as it seems to be from Washington. In their speeches leaders 
like Hashemi Rafsanjani, as well as president Ali Khamenei, often make 
references to "Eastern imperialism" when they unleash their verbal abuses 
against America. 


Nowadays Afghanistan and the Soviet invasion regularly feature in the regime's 
propaganda. And on some occasions well-known Tudeh sympathisers have been 
retired from service and Tudeh leaders encouraged to keep a low profile. 


But as yet there is no widespread purge of the communists from the civil 
service and it is still safe to be a communist among the mullahs, especially 
while communist organisations continue to support Khomeyni verbally. 


But exile politicians maintain that the regime is now anxious to demonstrate 
to the West its anti-communist stand in an effort to convince especially the 
Ame.ican administration that the Islamic regime is not going to serve as a 
Trojan horse for the communists to come to power. 


The weekly NEHZAT, organ of the Bakhtiar-led Iranian National Resistance Move- 
ment, has commented that the mullahs in Iran are in need of "circuses" 

again now that they cannot even provide bread for the people. "One day the 
mullahs organise a campaign against the independent left, though it is open 

to question whether they succeed in fighting them effectively; another day 
they cry 'wolf' by saying that the imperialists are planning a coup. Now 


11 

















they have run out of candidates to take to the slaughter house and are turn- 
ing to their own allies--the Tudeh," NEHZAT commented. It doubted, however, 
that the mullahs were either sincere in their campaign against the Tudeh or 
indeed whether they could effectively eradicate them. 


Other exile groups also report that at least in appearance the Khomeyni regime 
seems to be distancing itself fromthe Tudeh. They also report that the Tudeh 
has slowly but surely begun a new effort to show Iranians that it has nothing 
to do with the excesses of the present regime. 


Sources inside Iran, meanwhile, like to draw attention to the fact that while 
correspondents and reporters of the western media have been barred from Iran, 
there are numerous correspondents from news agencies and the media of the East- 
ern bloc countries in Iran. The Eastern bloc embassies are also fully 

staffed and active in Iran, while most of the western embassies are virtually 
inactive, like the British, German and French, and are understaffed. Addition- 
ally, trade and other official delegations from Eastern bloc countries fre- 
quently visit Iran but they seldom come from the West. 


To add to this, they point out, is the fact that the Iranian telecommunica- 
tions office has recently begun work on setting up direct dialing telephone 
and telex links with Bulgari1, Hungary and the Soviet Union--a move which 
seems significant for a mullah-ruled Iran which has cut many of its normal 
links with the outside world. 
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IRAN 


FRANCE SAID TO BE HOLDING $3 BILLION IN IRANIAN ASSETS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 60, 25 Feb 82 p 11 


[Text] Tehran officials opened up a strong campaign against president 
Mitterrand and France this week as financial sources claimed France was 
holding back $3 billion which was due to Iran against claims by French com- 
pan*es against that country. 


Majlis Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani told the parliament in a fiery outburst 
that Iran held France as well as the United States responsible for the bomb 
blast in Tehran early this week, for it had united the opposition groups. 
They could not easily forgive France, who would be answerable to the people 
of Iran, he said. 


French links with Iraq were also widely attacked in the Tehran press. Mitter- 
rand was also accused of being a friend of Zionism and a lackey of the United 
States. 


Meanwhile, the London-based MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC DIGEST this week said the 
Iranian-U.S. talks in London about U.S. compensation claims have been stalled 
for the past three weeks. Settlement had almost been reached, it said, on 
repaying U.S. bank loans made to Iran from the $1,400 million escrow 2 account 
held at the Bank of England, when the U.S. insisted that some 2,795 individual 
claims, each of less than $250,000, should be paid that account, according to 
Iranian officials. 





The Iranians said the Algiers agreement which provided for the compensation 
process states clearly that the small claims should be handled in The Hague. 
The two sides will meet in The Hague on Mar. 8 to try to resolve four outstand- 
ing issues before progress can be made on settling U.S. corporate claims from 
the $1,000 million escrow 3 account held at the De Nederlandsche Bank. One 
issue to be resolved is whether out-of-court settlements should be paid from 
escrow 3. Iran is reported to have agreed to a number of out-of-court settle- 
ments but officials say the U.S. is blocking payment from escrow 3. 


According to MEED, an Iranian official said, "The U.S. is trying to keep as 
much Iranian money as possible tied up while it settles the other claims." He 
said the U.S. is also blocking the return to Iran of "more than $300 million" 
which remains in the escrow 1 account held by the Federal Reserve Bank in 
New York following the repayment of syndicated U.S. bank loans to Iran. 
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IRAN 


PERSIAN GULF STATES SIGN SECURITY PACTS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 60, 25 Feb 82 pp 11-12 


[Text] Saudi Arabia signed mutual security agreements with the United Arab 
Emirates and Oman this week and is due to complete the same process with 
Kuwait and Qatar to bring all six members of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
under one umbrella. 


Kiyadh had already signed an agreement with Bahrain soon after discovery of 
the abortive plot by Tehran-backed fundamentalists to try to destabilise the 
island's government a few months ago. 





On a visit to Bahrain this week Britain's Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Douglas Hurd accused Iran of trying to destabilise Gulf states. 

There was no doubt some people in Iran were aiming at this, he told a press 
conference after talks with the Bahraini leaders. He added that Britain 
supported UN efforts to solve the war but did not believe an end was imminent. 


Quoted in the Paris-based exile Persian language paper NEHZAT last week National 
Resistance Movement leader Shahpour Bakhtiar said the continuation of the war 
was being guaranteed by Khomeyni's fierce feelings of revenge towards Iraqi 
president Saddam Hossain, whom he cannot forgive for forcing him out of Iraq. 
Khomeyni had enticed Saddam into an attack and had since adamantly refused 

to make a settlement. 


Other advantages of the war to Khomeyni were that it kept the army away from 
Tehran and it provided an excuse for the ever increasing shortages and other 
problems that were hitting the people of Iran. 


The organ of the military group Ara also accused the Khomeyni regime of depriv- 


ing the Iranian armed forces of the weapons that could help them beat the 
Iraqis so the war could continue and the military kept away from Tehran. 
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IRAN 


RIGHTS GROUPS" PRESSURES ON COUNTRY MOUNT 
Londor IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 60, 25 Feb 82 pp 9-10 


[Text] American Defence Secretary Caspar Weinberger put the Iran situation 
in a nutshell the other night when asked on BBC television if much faith 
could be put in U.S. friends like the Shah after what happened three years 
ago. 


Weinberger, pointing out there were other factors involved than simply a 
collapse of the Shah at that time, said the Shah's regime had been replaced 

by a"pre-medieval" repressive and tyrannical regime and the way had been 

opened for Soviet penetration of the region. He instanced Iran as a classi- 
cal case of a country whose previous regime's record on human rights might 

not be ideal but whose departure meant it was replaced by something far worse-- 
a dilemma which the United States was having to face up to in El Salvador 

and other countries in deciding its policy. Iran was the lesson they must 
take, he implied. 


This was frank appraisal that pleased most Iranians in exile--and would have 
pleased most of those at home if they had been able to hear it, too. It was 
made the evening before Amnesty International published its latest report on 
the rights situation in Iran, giving its estimate of those executed in the 
past three years as more than 4,000. 


Reports from Tehran indicated the same day that executions were still contin- 
uing. A brother and sister in their early 20s were among those who died 

in one day last weekend. As details of numbers executed are not always being 
issued now there are fears that the toll is becoming much greater than sus- 
pected, in contrast to the earlier days of the mullahs" vengeance against its 
opponents last summer, when it was suspected the numbers were being exagge- 
rated to induce fear in the whole population and thus stamp out opposition 
activities. 


Now many people feel the mullahs are afraid they have gone too far and the 
growing resentment of their cruelty is becoming a threat to them. That is 
why Khomeyni is urging the release of all those who are not regarded as 
dangerous, they say, in his stressing the point confirming the need to let 
the public see there is clemency. The regime has announced it intends to 
release between 2,000 and 3,000 people to mark the Iranian New Year on Mar 21. 
In the meantime, it is feared, it will be despatching what it feels are its 
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more dangerous opponents with little publicity. An appeal sent out this week 
by members of the Iranian Bar Association and signed by its vice-president, 
Hedayat Matin-Daftari, estimated the number executed by the mullahs since 

the revolution at 8,000-twice the figure suggested by Amnesty International. 
The lawyers have launched a campaign to try to bring pressure on the mullahs. 
Matin-Daftari says several of his colleagues have been executed in the past 
six months for attempting to defend people brought before revolutionary courts 
for summary justice. Many others have gone into hiding, he says. Matin- 
Daftari himself regularly defended students accused of anti-state activities 
under the regime of the late Shah. 


Matin-Daftari said many teenagers, the youngest of them 13, and pregnant 
women had been among those executed. "Those who fight for their basic 
rights are massacred from day to day to the extent that one execution has 
taken place every half-hour on most days since June, 1981," he said. Thou- 
sands more were being detained in inhuman conditions, an example being 60 
people forced to squat in cells originally made for 12 people in Evin prison. 


Amnesty said they had detailed reports showing that people who had died from 
torture had afterwards been hanged to try to show they had been legally 
executed. Prisoners held for political and religious reasons had been shot 
without trial. It had over 200 detailed statements describing torture and 
these had been forwarded to Tehran in two letters sent in December and last 
month to Prime Minister Hossain Mussavi asking for the highest authorities to 
publicly demand a ban on torture. 


According to testimony taken by Amnesty special torture chambers at Evin 
included an “ironing room" in which prisoners were tied to a bed while revo- 
lutionary guards burmed their backs, buttocks and the soles of their feet 
with an iron, and a room where others were burned with cigarettes. Beatings 
and other violence was used against prioners, along with cable-whipping and 
mock executions. 


Meanwhile the Iranian Society for Defence of Human Rights, formed in London 
recently, has also begun a campaign for appealing to individuals and organ- 
isations to lend their weight to a campaign to bring international pressure 
on the regime in Tehran over rights. A spokesman said they were already 
receiving a gratifying response from their initial appeal letters. 


In New York a commission on human rights in Iran has been formed by a group 
of prominent American officials and has begun a campaign to bring the 
situation in Iran to world attention. Its founder is a former deputy U.S. 
delegate to the United Nations. 
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IRAN 


SYRIA VIOLENCE SEEN POSING DILEMMA FOR TEHRAN 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 60, 25 Feb 82 pp 6-8 


[Text] Bloody fighting between supporters of Syrian president Hafez Assad 
and armed militia of the Muslim Brotherhood in Hama has presented the ruling 
mullahs in Iran with a dilemma. On the one hand Assad's Syria is Khomeyni's 
best foreign supporter, even better than the Libya run by the volatile and 
unreliable Muammar Qadhdhafi. On the other hand, Assad is fighting an 
organisation whose Islamic credentials are impeccable. 


Since Khomeyni and his regime claim to represent Islamic ideals and to stand 
for an Islamic form of government, they can hardly express themselves as 
against the Muslim Brotherhood in the current battle between them and the 
Assad regime. Their difficulty becomes more acute in the light of the fact 
that the Syrian president officially claims to champion a secular form of 
government under the banner of the Baath party--albeit its Syrian branch as 
opposed to the Iraqi branch of Saddam Hussain. In fact, the Brotherhood is 
using the same languge against Assad as Khomeyni used against the late Shah. 


Moreover, many of Khomeyni's aides, including former prime minister Mahdavi- 
Kani and notorious Islaxic judges like Sadegh Khalkhali, Mohammadi Gailani and 
Assadollah Lajevardi, are members of the Iranian version of the Muslim Brother- 
hood, known as the Fedayeen-e-Islam. Its founder, Navab Safavi (executed in 
1955) had close ties with the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and Syria. 

Khomeyni's mentor, the late Ayatollah Kashani of the oil nationalisation era, 
was an admirer of Hassan al-Bana, founder of the Muslim Brotherhood, as well 

as Mufti al-Hussaini, the anti-British and pro-Nazi grand mufti of Palestine 

in the 1940s. 


Despite such historic ties and Khomeyni's own self-proclaimed role of being 
the leader of all exponents of true Islamic movements, the mullahcracy in 
Tehran has refrained from supporting the Muslim Brotherhood in Syria. But 
neither has it come down on the side of the Assad regime. 


The Tehran radio chose not to report the Hana siege and there was no comment 
on the whole affair. Iranians inside the country learned of it by listening 
to Persian language broadcasts from abroad. Tehran radio did not even report 
the car bomb blast that destroyed part of the Syrian information ministry in 
Damascus. 
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The decision not to report these important news items by Tehran radio, which 
otherwise reports minor incidents in Syria and Lebanon, seemed clear indication 
of the mullahs’ dilemma; they need Assad's support so they must not antagonise 
him and yet they cannot afford to oppose the Muslim Brotherhood publicly. 
Indeed, when Muslim extremists assassinated president Sadat last year Tehran 
radio and the mullahs could not wait to applaud it, boasting that Sadat's 
assassination represented the successful export of Iran's Islamic revolution. 
Iranian exile groups were quick to capitalise on the mullahs' dilemma. One 

of their broadcasting stations asked: "Why have the mullahs remained silent 
on the massacre of Muslim fundamentalists in Hama?" Then the broadcaster 
said: "Khomeyni must make his position clear on the fighting between the 
supporters of Assad and the Muslim fundamentalists in Syria. He cannot sit 

on the fence; either he stands for Islamic government in Syria, in which 

case he must come out fully in support of Assad's enemies, or he must admit 
that his championship of Islamic fundamentalism is simply a dirty trick by 
which he succeeds in deceiving simple-hearted people in his bid for power." 


The broadcast said that first and foremost Khomeyni was a power-hungry, blood- 
thirsty criminal "who dons the cleric's cloak not because he believes in God 
but because he wants to trick the people." That was why he preferred the 
secular Assad, who supported him, to the Muslim Brotherhood who did not 

accept the Khomeyni school of theocracy, the broadcast said. 





The broadcaster was actually right in claiming that the Syrian Ikhvan-al- 
Muslimin, as the Brotherhood is known, do not accept the Khomeyni brand of 
Islamic theocracy. Not only does Khomeyni belong to the Shia sect, which the 
Sunni fundamentalists regard as heretical, but he also advocates the supremacy 
of the clerical caste, while the Brotherhood itself advocates a sort of puri- 
tanical Islam which does not believe in a clerical system. 


Unfortunately for Khomeyni, he cannot openly oppose the Ikhvan. If he does 
he not only runs the risk of angering Iran's Sunnis but also makes a mockery 
of his claim to lead a worldwide Islamic movement. That is why Khomeyni and 
his henchmen have preferred to sit on the fence in the fight between Assad 
and the Muslim Brotherhood, though Khomeyni must hope for immediate purposes 
that his helpmate, Assad, wins. 


The “international" character of Iran's Islamic revolution and the contradic- 
tions inherent in Khomeyni's version of theocracy have been exposed by events 
at Hama. Many politicians, including some National Front leaders, did not 
believe Khomeyni was serious when he originally claimed he wanted to lead 

a movement aimed at "liberating" the entire Muslim population of the world. 
They thought that Khomeyni was wise enough to realise that being a Shia he 
was regarded as an unorthodox Muslim by three-quarters of the Muslims in the 


world. At best, they thought, Khomeyni could speak for the Iranian Shias, 
although even then he had strong competitors in Shia theologians senior to 
him. But Khomeyni was, in fact, dreaming of ruling over an Islamic empire 
expanding from Morocco to Indonesia and he was determined not to let his 
being a Shia stand in his way. 
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Some analysts maintained at the time that it was not merely a lust for power 
which prompted Khomeyni and his henchmen to enlarge the scope of their revo- 
lution but also the facts of political life. Khomeyni had combined his 
Islamic platform with an anti-imperialistic and anti-Zionist stand and at the 
same time he needed to export his revolution in order to keep the kettle 
boiling and divert attention from the inevitable problems that would result 
from the clergy's efforts to run a modern state. Moreover, he had a politi- 
cal debt to repay to Qadhdhafi, Assad and the Palestinians who helped him 

in his campaign against the Shah. 


Khomeyni and his close aides are known to be ready to compromise on some 
strictly Shia principles in the name of Islamic unity and in the interests of 
exporting the revolution. Last month Ayatollah Montazeri, who is a faithful 
Khomeyni mouthpiece, launched his Unity Week under the banner of "Sunni- 
Shia Unity." Since then the regime's turbanned representatives have been 
chanting the same slogan over and over again. They never refer to the fact 
that Assad is an Alawite belonging to a sect that is regarded as heretical 
not only by Sunnis but also the Shias--though Assad is said to belong to the 
faction that is closest in beliefs to those of Iran's Shias. 


Yet because his seat of power is in Iran and because he is a Shia mullah, 
Khomeyni cannot afford to go too far in his courtship of the Sunnis. Already 
he has made too many strict Shias angry by his unorthodox views on theocracy 
and his cynical use of religion to consolidate his political power--often 

at their expense. Nor are the Sunnis, especially the Muslim Brotherhood, 
likely to accept Khomeyni's leadership except for opportunistic reasons. 
Khomeyni is bound to encounter competition from non-Shia Muslim extremists in 
his bid to lead all the Muslims of the world. 
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IRAN 





ANTI-ARAB FEELING SAID TO BE INCREASING 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 60, 25 Feb 82 pp 5-6 


[Text] Iran's theocratic rulers are growing worried by the steady rise of 
anti-Arab feelings among the public, reports from Tehran indicated last week. 

A vivid manifestation of such feelings was provided during the celebrations 

of the anniversary of the revolution, when people showed their disgust at the 
sight of a motley of Lebanese, Saharan, Iraqi and other Arab "freedom fighters" 
who made up the bulk of foreign guests visiting Iran at the invitation of the 
mullahs. 


These foreign guests were given what amounts to a VIP treatment by the 
mullahs. They were received by top figures including Khomeyni and accom- 
modated in top hotels. But whenever they appeared in public they were 
snubbed by the ordinary people. 


During a ceremony held by the Islamic association of the ministry of economic 
affairs and finance a member of the audience jumped to his feet in the middle 
of a mullah's speech and hysterically shouted slogans against the Arabs, 
reciting verses from Iran's 10th century A.D. epic poet Ferdowsi, who is 
regarded as the greatest propagator of Iranian nationalism in literature. 


As the man was reciting verses from Ferdowsi's Shahnameh referring to the 
Arabs as lizard-eaters and barbarians several guards rushed to arrest hin. 
But others in the audience protected him and the guards gave up. Later it 
was said that the protesting man had lost his close relatives during an Iraqi 
air raid. The mullah at the ceremony told the audience that losing relatives 
did not excuse the man, and he should *!so know that blaming. all Arabs for 
what Iraqi president Saddam Hussain had wone was a great mistake. 


It seems the anti-Arab feelings are in part a popular way of demonstrating 
muted opposition to Khomeyni. Most nationalist groups liken Khomeyni's 
takeover of the government to the Arab invasion of Iran in the 7th century. 
Until the new craze for Islam as a symbol of anti-Westernism in the mid-70s 
there was widespread resentment of Arab culture in Iran. Recent anti-Arab 
feeling, however, predates the Iraq war. Many Iranians believed in 1978-79 

that Khomeyni rode to power on the back of Palestinian and Lebanese (al-Amal) 
terrorists and that his revolution was financed by Syrians and Libyans. 

Also, they believe that Syrian officers have been helping to maintain Khomeyni's 
hold on the Iranian Army. 
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Apart from such allegations, which in any case fuel popular anti-Arab feeling, 
there are more seriously-minded and well-educated Iranians who argue that 
Iran's involvement in inter-Arab political squabbles is one of the most danger- 
ous results of the Khomeyni regime. They believe that a future secular 

regime in Iran--the kind of regime they hope to see come to power--should 
distance itself from inter-Arab politics. As a backlash to Arab involvement 

in Iranian affairs, too, they feel there will be pressure to cooperate once 
again with Israel. 


The secularists also maintain that Iran should cooperate with the states of 
the Arab side of the Persian Gulf in agreements to ensure political stability. 
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IRAN 


EFFECTS OF TEHRAN BOMB EXPLOSION REPORTED 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 60, 25 Feb 82 pp 3-5 


[Text] Hapless Iranians again felt on the brink of despair this week as a 
disastrous bomb explosion in a Tehran street slaughtered what was feared to 
be a score of passers by and the threat of further retribution against inno- 
cent people loomed anew. 


The initial figures of dead, including children, rose to 15 by the end of 
Monday, the day the bomb went off, and reports since have suggested that 

many more may have died or are dying after what seems to have been a heavy 
charge of explosives which went off in a refuse truck outside a revolutionary 
guards barracks in Eshratabad. 








Though two guards at the home of a Majlis deputy, Abbas Shaibani, nearby were 
among the injured a revolutionary guards spokesman contended in a statement 
that the bomb had not been aimed at them, but at innocent members of the 
public. 


Regime authorities were quick to put the blame on counter revolutionaries and 
then seemed to be divided in the apportioning of the blame between the Moja- 
hedin-e-Khalq leftists and monarchist supporters. Government spokesman Ahmad 
Tavakoli blamed the latter and incidentally confirmed reports that the recent 
disturbances at Amol in north-eastern Iran had a monarchist character when he 
said the fact that the blast, which took place on an anniversary always 
celebrated by the late Shah's regime, followed on the previous one at Amol 
which coincided with the anniversary of the Shah's White Revolution, pro- 
vided the clue as to who was behind them. 





Later still the Islamic Republic News Agency said that a group calling itself 
Defenders of the Monarchy had claimed responsibility for the explosion. 


All this brought angry reaction from monarchist and Mojahedin sources in 
exile. Both denied they had any part in the planting of the bomb. There 
were strong hints from them and other sources that they considered the 
regime itself could have been behind the blast, hoping to blame its 
opponents and thus rouse public resentment agaist them at a moment when its 
own popularity was falling. 
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A monarchist radio beaming into Iran said, "This was not our operation. We 
do not resort to terrorist activities of this kind...we take care to avoid 
danger to women and children if we launch an operation. We try not to hurt 
officers...it is only the mullahs whom we are against and those who are 
Khomeyni's men. Among the leftists we are only against the Tudeh party." 


According to a listener the radio said the speed with which a group of demon- 
strators arrived at the scene of the explosion and began to denounce counter 
revolutionaries, together with the implication by spokesman Tavakoli that 
monarchists were to blame for the blast, suggested the bombing was one of 
the mullahs’ dirty tricks. Tavakoli had pointed out that the bombing coin- 
cided with the anniversary of the coup which brought Reza Shah to power. 


In Britain, exiles also pointed out that pictures of the effects of the blast 
were shown on television in the early evening news broadcasts even though in 
recent months films of this kind from Tehran had proved unobtainable. There 
was naturally suspicion that getting the film to London was part of a syn- 
chronised operation to try to discredit the opposition outside Iran and also 
to exploit once again foreign Persian language broadcasts which would pick up 
the pictures and commentary. 





The apparently new readiness by regime officials to blame monarchists for 
violence is thought to reflect their concern over the growing nationalist, 
rather than simply leftist character of the mostly minor disturbances 
erupting in many parts of Iran in recent weeks. 


But some reports from north-western Iran talk of outbreaks of fighting between 
revolutionary militia and counter revolutionaries in many areas. An Agence 
France Press report from Ankara last week said villagers from across the 
border in Iran had crossed into Turkey for medical treatment after what they 
said had been an attack by military forces on their village because it was 
"pro-Shah." 


Sources in Paris thought this could mean Tehran was trying to "clean up" the 
area as better weather was approaching to try to bar unfriendly forces from 
filtering in the country that way. There were also theories that government 
forces may be trying to cut off the access from the border to the Rezaiyeh 
area, where considerable opposition activity has recently been reported. 
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IRAN 


RELATIONSHIPS AMONG EXILE LEADERS VIEWED 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 60, 25 Feb 82 pp 8-9 


[Text] Insistent reports of differences growing between former Iranian presi- 
dent Bani-Sadr and his Mojahedin-e-Khalq colleague Massoud Rajavi have been 
accompanied this week by other reports that former premier Shahpour Bakhtiar, 
who heads the National Iranian Resistance Movement, and veteran statesman 

Ali Amini, who has formed the Iran Salvation Movement in a bid to unite the 
opposition groups, may be close to an agreement which would enable them to 
work together. 


Friction between Rajavi and Bani-Sadr has been forecast by observers who 
know the two men. Rajavi has been showing a distinct tendency to see him- 
self as the future undisputed leader of Iran and Bani-Sadr has been reported 
as having been made only too aware that Rajavi really means it when he says 
the former president is only retained to give his National Resistance Coun- 
cil legitimacy. 


Sources in Paris also see Rajavi as being much closer in his political line 

to the marxist leader of the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran leader Abdurrah- 
man Qassemloo, the third leader to join the council, than to Bani-Sadr, who, 
in spite of his professed interest in revolutionary Islam, as Rajavi calls 

it, is still intellectually more open-minded than the other two. 


Although Bani-Sadr is still fiercely criticised by exiled Iranians for his 
cooperation with Khomeyni before the revolution and afterwards there are 
voices among them who are urging exile politicians in the centre to try to 
persuade him to break with Rajavi and to offer him an "escape route," the 
Paris sources said. Bani-Sadr's future with any Rajavi regime in Iran would 
be very shortlived, they point out, and he must be aware of it. He lacks 
sufficient political orgnisation behind him to stand up to the machinations 
of the Mojahedin activists, who see him as lacking real pragmatism. 


One Paris source told IPS that Bani-Sadr was disturbed by the "almost cava- 
lier" attitude of Rajavi to Islam in his recent interviews and was thought 
to feel the Mojahedin leader was taking his movement into the traditional 
extreme left camp, which would detract from its Iranian character and merely 
put it in line with other leftist and largely atheistic regimes. 
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In contrast to this growing gap in the National Council of Resistance Amini 

and Bakhtiar are reported to be closer to one another these days. Apparently 
there are still some details that have to be ironed out if the former premier's 
organisation is to cooperate fully with Amini's group, but these are said to 

be under constant discussion. It is widely felt that Amini's coalition idea 
would have much more teeth if Bakhtiar were to take responsibility for execu- 
tive powers with Amini taking the position, as the veteran much respected 
former political leader, as eminence grise. 
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IRAN 


SMALLER CROWD ATTENDS ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 59, i8 Feb 82 p 4 


[Text] According to eye-witnesses the number of people who took part in the 
celebrations marking the third anniversary of the Islamic revolution was far 
smaller than expected. 


In Tehran a crowd of bearded men, chador-clad women and children estimated 

at around 20,000 marched from the southern side of Azadi (Shahyad) Square 

to take part inthe officially organised rally. A similar-sized crowd 

arrived from the eastern end and was joined by factory workers coming from the 
industries along the Karaj road to the west of the square. 


Ceremonies were also modest; Khomeyni's message was read by his son and before 
the president could address the rally many people had already left. In other 
parts of the city the ordinary people maintained silence, although some had 
the courage to write slogans against Khomeyni on the walls. Anti-Khomeyni 
leaflets were also distributed in places. 


In many provincial towns the same situation prevailed. InTabriz, Kermanshah, 
Mashad and Kerman the rallies were unusually small; in many Caspian littoral 
towns the ceremonies were held indoors. 


In Tehran and other cities where units of the army went on parade there were 
cheers from the crowds on the pavements. But units of the revolutionary mili- 
tia received a noticeably less enthusiastic reception. 


Tehran radio and official spokesmen did not try to boast of "the masses mil- 
lions strong," as they had previously done. Tehran radio said the celebra- 
tions "brought back memories of the days of the revolution." One speaker re- 
ferred to "millions of dedicated Muslims celebrating the occasion." But no 
more was said of the size of the crowds. It seems only the faithful came 
onto the streets. 


The regime's commentators and speakers frequently referred to "plots being 
hatched against the revolution by the enemy." They also boasted of their sur- 
vival through the third year of the revolution despite prophecies of doom by 
anti-regime elements. "We are stronger than ever," was a much repeated slo- 
gan. Tehran radio gave much prominence to the messages of congratulations 
from communist, non-aligned and some western heads of state. 
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Speakers meanwhile took advantage of the occasion to attack the Saudi, 
Egyptian, Jordanian, Bahraini and Omani leaders. But references to Syrian 
and Libyan leaders were muted. It was expected that the mullahs would pay 
special homage to Syria's president Assad but they did not. In their 
rumour-mongering the regime's opponents are making the most of Assad's 
troubles with the fundamentalist Muslim Brotherhood. They point out that 
Khomeyni, who claims to be leader of the oppressed Muslims, is, in fact, 
aligning himself with secularist Assad against devout Muslims. 


Commentators were also at pains to show that the Khomeyni regime was the 
only sincere enemy of Israel. The mullahs are touchy about foreign news 
stories concerning arms purchases by Iran from Israel. 
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IRAN 


BAZAARIS ARRESTED FOR SMUGGLING CURRENCY 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 59, 18 Feb 82 p 9 


[Text] Islamic authorities have in the past three weeks arrested several 
merchants and directors of a shipping firm on charges of currency smuggling. 


Tehran papers reported the closure of a shipping agency and a forwarding firm 
and the arrest of their directors, but they did not elaborate other than indi- 
cating charges of currency smuggling having been brought against the directors. 


However, bazaar sources have confirmed that at least two importers were 
arrested and charged with currency smuggling. It seems the two were closely 
linked to the Friday prayer leader of Isfahan Ayatollah Taheri. 


According to the same bazaar sources former Foreign Minister Sadegh Qotbzadeh 
is now emerging as the biggest importer in the Islamic republic. His export- 
import company has a monopoly in importing pharmaceuticals and baby foods 
under licence from the Ministry of Commerce. The licence entitles his company 
to obtain foreign exchange at the official rate. Other companies and indi- 
viduals may import medical goods but they have to raise foreign exchange from 
private sources, which means Qotbzadeh's firm buys one U.S. dollar for 71 
rials, while other imports buy it for 280 rials. 


Forcing importers to buy foreign exchange from private sources is a polite 
way of telling them to buy from the black market. The Islamic authorities 

on paper have banned the black market in currency but in practice such promi- 
nent mullahs as Nategh-Nouri and Hashemi Rafsanjani have appointed dealers 
for such deals. 
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IRAN 


TUDEH, PEYKAR IMPLICATED IN EXECUTION OF MUJAHEDIN 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 59, 18 Feb 82 p 1l 


[Text] Iranian government claims that they held 40 leading leftist Paykar 
activists after successfully raiding 22 of their centres in the past week 
led to speculation in Tehran that Mojahedin-e-Kharq sources may have tipped 
off their enemies in revenge for what could have been suspected to have been 
a tip-off from Paykar about the hide-out of Mojahedin leaders a week before. 


Mojahedin sources in Europe were claiming that the Tudeh were responsible for 
the authorities finding out where Moussa Khiabani, the organisation's leader 
inside Iran, his wife, and the wife of exile leader Massoud Rajavi were stay- 
ing. All three died when revolutionary guards attacked their hideout. 


Khiabani's wife, Mojahedin sources pointed out, is yet another member of the 
Rezai family of sons and daughters who lost three of their number fighting 
the Shah. Yet another brother is said to be serving with the Mojzhedin. 


Some Iranian observers have pointed out that the tactics of the leftist 
groups, including Mojahedin members, after Khomeyni came to Iran were to 
report their enemies to the revolutionary authorities regardless of their 
having committed crimes or not. The father of the Rezai family, for example, 
is accused of giving evidence against many people who ultimately faced the 
executioners, even though it is thought unlikely that he could have been in 
possession of any proof of their guilt. It was felt he was exacting his own 
revenge on the previous regime. 


The Paykar communist organisation has been accused by the Mojahedin in the 
past of having been misguided in turning its gums against their Mojahedin 
"brothers." "The Tudeh party may be informing whenever they can on all the 
opponents of the mullahs," one exiled Iranian politician said. "But there is 
no reason they should know more about the secrets of the Mojahedin than the 
mullahs" own security, so it seems just glib to blame them without proof. 
There have been suspicions in Tehran before of tit-for-tat betrayals." 


The names of three prominent Paykar leaders, Ashtiani, Rouhani, and Gigarei, 
were given as being among those held by the authorities in Tehran. Mojahedin 
sources in London confirmed that Mehdi Abrishamchi was now the leader of 
their organisation inside Iran. They claimed most of the central committee 
was intact in spite of official claims in Tehran. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 





OIL PRICE DECREASE ATTACKED—-Iraq's Oil Minister Tayih Abdul-Karim, said 
Iran's decision to reduce the price of its oil officially was a blatant 
violation of OPEC's resolutions and a threat to the organisation and all it 
has so far achieved. Baghdad radio said the Minister told the Iraqi news 
agency that Iraq had asked for an extraordinary meeting of OPEC ministers 
before the end of the month. Hopefully they would take the necessary action. 
Sources say Iran has been selling its oil at less than its new official 
price and offering at lower prices to potential customers for some time. 
[Text] [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 60, 9 Mar 82 p 12] 


RAFSANJANI ALLEGES OPPOSITION COALITION--Majlis Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani 
told the parliament on Wednesday that the regime had evidence that the 
Mojahedin and the monarchist opposition had formed a coalition against the 
Islamic Republic under the aegis of the United States. He said the evidence 
would be published. [Text] [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 60, 

9 Mar 82 p 12] 


TAKEOVER FROM KHOMEYNI DENIED--Government spokesman Ahmad Tavakoli vehemently 
denied to newsmen that Ayatollahs Montazeri, Golpayegani and Marashi-Najafi 
had been appointed members of the Leadership Council that would eventually 
take over from Ayatollah Khomeyni. He said the Assembly of Experts to con- 
sider the matter had not yet been constituted. "It might be constituted by 
the end of May," he said," but, anyway, I hope that Imam Khomeyni will remain 
at the helm of the revolution until the appearance of the Twelfth Imam." 
[Text] [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 60, 9 Mar 82 p 12] 


NEW YEAR BONUSES--The government has announced its intention to pay Now Ruz 
(New Year) annual bonuses to all employees earning less than 7,000 tomans a 
month. This is despite the fact that Iran is at war with Iraq and has heavy 
costs in that direction, a spokesman said. [Text] [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE 
in English No 60, 9 Mar 82 p 12] 


BAHA'IS RENOUNCING FAITH--The Tehran daily press continues to run columns of 
paid announcements from members of the public stating they are not Bahais 

or are no longer Bahais. Each day sees several Bahais renouncing their 
faith in this way. [Text] [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 9 Mar 82 

p 12] 
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UNREST IN KERMANSHAH--Opponents of the regime in the West Iran city of Kerman- 
shah, centre of an area recently renamed Bakhtaran, have mounted a campaign to 
"punch" local mullahs and traders who collaborate with Khomeyni appointed 
officials, say reports from the area. Informed sources said that armed 

groups of suspected monarchists attacked the residence of the city's Friday 
prayer leader, Mullah Ashrafi Isfahani, killing at least two of his 22-man 
guards. It was also reported that a trader who acts as rally organiser in 
the city, identified as Haj Mohsen Sarabi, was also killed. Isfahani was 
reported to be so frightened by the threats to his life that he held only a 
brief service inside a mosque and did not deliver his usual hour-long sermon 
last week. He is a local mullah who earlier had close links with the city's 
notables, but because of allegations that he was corrupt he was forced to 
leave the city 10 years ago. Two years ago he was back as Khomeini's per- 
sonal representative. Reports also indicated that many merchants and shop- 
keepers are refusing to paint the word "Bakhtaran" on their windows instead 
of "Kermanshah." Several shops which had painted the new name on their 
windows had them broken by stone-throwing youths who have been protesting 
against the change of name. The change was reportedly to remove the existence 
of the term "shah" from place names. [Text] [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in 
English No 60, 25 Feb 82 p 5] 
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IRAQ 


INTERVIEW WITH SECRETARY GENERAL OF IRAQI-KURDISH DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S PARTY 
Beirut AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic No 1046, 11 Jan 82 pp 6-8 


[Interview with Sami ‘Abd al-Rahman, Secretary General of the Iraqi-Kurdish Demo- 
cratic People's Party, by F. ‘Abbas: "Thus We Unite the National Struggle and the 
Class Struggle; The Palestinian Revolution and Its Progressive Groups Have a Spe- 
cial Place in the Hearts of Our People"; date and place of interview not given] 


[Text] The Iraqi-Kurdish Democratic People's Party hel¢ its founding conference 
at the end of last July. 


AL-HURRIYAH met with Sami ‘Abd al-Rahman, secretary general of this party, to dis- 
cuss how the party was formed, its positions on Arab struggles and where it stands 
in the Kurdish independence movement: 


We met with Comrade Sami ‘Abd al-Rahman shortly after the Fez Conference, so natu- 
rally one of our first questions was about the failure of the conference and the 
thwarting of Saudi Crown Price Fahd's plan. However, Comrade Sami surprised us by 
saying, "It would be difficult for me or for anyone to add to the admirable, well- 
focused interviews, articles and reports in AL-HURRIYAH on this subject. If we 
must reaffirm something here, it would be that Fahd's plan was tantamount to ex- 
panding, completing and Arabicizing Camp David. I am surprised that he would ask 
the Arabs to play their trump card first in a situation where the balance of power 
is not to their advantage. We have not forgotten that the contents of Fahd's plan 
were what al-Sadat said in the Zionist Knesset, and when this became [the Camp 
David] accords, all that was left was the article about recognition of Israel. 
There is no doubt that things would be the same if Fahd's plan had passed at the 
Fez Conference. 


"The important lesson which the Fez Conference confirmed is that Arab decisions 
are not in the hands of the Arab reactionaries, despite the tens of billions [of 
dollars] at their disposal and even with the truly vicious imperialist-Zionist 
attacks and their threats and attacks against the Palestinian resistance, the 
Lebanese people, Syria and the Libyan Jamahiriya.... We say that the Fez Con- 
ference proved that Arab decisions are in the hands of the PLO and the Steadfast- 
ness and Confrontation Front countries, especially when they are joined by na- 
tionalist and people’s forces throughout the Arab homeland. We enjoy the help 
and support of the revolutionary forces in our region and all the world." 
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After thanking our comrade for his favorable appraisal of AL-HURRIYAH, we moved to 
other questions. 


The Revolutionary Democratic Current in the Kurdish Movement 


[Question] The major documents of your party's founding conference talk about a 
"revolutionary democratic party." 


What are the roots of this party, how was it formed and what tasks lie before it? 


[Answer] Undoubtedly you realize that separating the revolutionary democratic 
current from bourgeois and clannish attitudes is an objective, sociological process 
with its own rules and laws, and is not subordinate to the wishes of any person or 
group of persons, although we do not ignore the role of individuals and leaders 
when they devote their creative energy to the service of the people and to the ser- 
vice of such movements and purifying processes. 


There has been more than one attempt in Iraqi Kurdistan to draw forth the revolu- 
tionary democratic movement, some of them going back more than 20 years, but un- 
fortunately, none of them succeeded. This task was left until after 6 March 1975. 


For us, the evolution began with the reorganization of the Kurdish Democratic 
Party (KDP) following the above setback for the Kurdish movement, with the pro- 
gressives in the party taking over the reorganization in order to breathe life 
into the Kurdish nationalist movement. 


For substantive reasons and circumstances too lengthy to go into here, the revolu- 
tionary democratic movement was brought forth, with its leadership, cadres and 
rules, in its final form after the ninth conference of the Kurdish Democratic 
Party (KDP) in November 1979. Since that date, our partisans have continued the 
struggle to set up party organizations both inside the country and in Kurdish 
communities, most of which have some ties with the others, in the European coun- 
tries and even in the United States and Canada. 


The efforts of our partisans were crowned, with the help of many revolutionary 
forces--especially the Iraqi and Palestinian forces--by the holding of the found- 
ing conference of the party from 26 to 30 July 1981. We would like to extend to 
the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine and its secretary general, 
Nayif Hawatima, our deepest gratitude for the international, brotherly support 
which they gave and are still giving to us. 


In our view, our conference was a unique event in the history of the Kurdish 
liberation movement because of the time we spent preparing for it and because of 
the participants--their large numbers, the fact that they represented various 
parts of Kurdistan and the vast experience and expertise which they possessed, 
some having served the Kurdish movement for more than 4 decades with devotion and 
integrity. 


Elements of Nationalism and Class in the Kurdish Struggle 
We link the nationalist struggle and the class struggle, and thereby draw the ob- 


jective justification for our struggle to establish a revolutionary democratic 
party. 
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The dynamics of the Kurdish movement are nationalistic; that is, in general, the 
Kurds are oppressed and willing to fight to any length. However, what we are in- 
tent upon is that the leadership of this movement is in the hands of the repre- 
sentatives of the working class--the laborers, farmers, merchants, and well-trained 
revolutionaries who are completely in tune with the workers and their interests. 
What we also want to do is to guarantee that the gains and achievements realized 
through the struggle from its inception are in the interest of the working people 
and not that of the upper crust of Kurdish society--the tribal leaders, agas, 
shaykhs, urban bourgeoisie and the bureaucrats of the Kurdish nationalist move- 
ment who do not make most of the sacrifices for the revolution but want to take 
its rewards for themselves. 


For these reasons, we consider our party a revolutionary, democratic party, guided 
by scientific socialist theory, since there can be no revolutionary theory outside 
its principles and ideas. Our party, as a genuine revolutionary democratic force, 
deeply-rooted among our people, is one of the main forces in the freedom movement 
for Iraqi Kurdistan and in the Kurdish liberation movement in general. It derives 
its power from its clear revolutionary thinking, its tight organization, its wide- 
ranging plan for the masses, the lengthy experience of its revolutionary leaders 
and its extensive brotherly relations with the Iraqi nationalist forces--Arab and 
Kurdish--and its relations with the Arabs and with the countries of the world. 


Strategy and Status of the Party 


We believe with millions of people that the world is divided into two camps: im 
perialism, capitalism, reactionism, Zionism and the racist regimes on one side, 
and the forces of socialism and national liberation, the labor forces in the capi- 
talist countries and the forces of peace in general on the other side. We place 
the Kurdish liberation movement precisely where it belongs naturally and histori- 
cally, in the national liberation movement in the Middle East, where we consider 
the positive revolutionary elements to be the Iranian, Turkish and Kurdish libera- 
tion movements. Despite the vicious onslaught of imperialism, the Arab liberation 
movement--past, present and future--has had a prominent role in this sensitive 
part of the world. We place great importance on the brotherly relations and coop- 
eration between the Kurdish and Arab liberation movements. Our party has an im- 
portant role in this sphere. 


In this regard, the Palestinian revolution and its progressive vanguard have a 
special place in the hearts of our party members and our people. It is not sur- 
prising that the close ties of struggle between our peoples are being strength- 
ened through greater exposure to injustice, oppression and despotism than other 
peoples. 


We register here our support for all just Arab causes, without any restrictions 
or conditions. Yes, we support political freedom, attainment of economic inde- 
pendence, the liberation of Palestine and Arab unity, since it is realistic and 
practical for our people to strive for solidarity with their Arab brothers in 
their legitimate ambitions, as we realize in our daily struggle. 


On the basis of this understanding, we place great importance on the common 
struggle of the Arab and Kurdish nationalist forces in Iraq to establish a 
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revolutionary democratic regime guided by socialist precepts. This is the regime 
that is needed and the one that could come up with the appropriate scientific 
solutions to the problems of the Iraqi people, both Arabs and Kurds. This regime 
alone could truly return Iraq to the ranks of Arab liberation in the fateful bat- 
tle for Palestine and against imperialism and Zionism. 


A New Pesh Merga 


Without our interrupting our comrade's discourse, he paused briefly and then said 
that he would talk about the party's current tasks before we moved to other ques- 
tions. He said: 


We are now trying to expand the party organizations, begin informational activi- 
ties, issue the central party newspaper, KHL--The People, and resume our informa- 
tional activity in Europe and America, since our party has lengthy experience and 
our cadres are well practiced in this sphere and are working with the leaders of 
our party branch in western Europe. Our party also has a branch in the United 
States and Canada, where it plays a leading role in the Kurdish community. 


On a different level, although we believe that the political struggle comes first 
and must be followed by the military struggle, because of the current conditions 
in Iraq, we feel that we must embark on armed struggle. The process of drawing 
out [the revolutionary democratic movement] and setting up our military forces 
alongside the other Kurdish groups and not against any of them was one of our 
primary tasks. It is no secret that a large part of our military had begun, and 
some had recently completed, comprehensive, up-to-date training on various weap- 
ons, accompanied by intensive ideological, political and social indoctrination. 
We could call them...a new Pesh Merga. 


The Importance of Front Activity in Iraq 


[Question] Under the present circumstances in Iraq,.is it not necessary to de- 
velop front activity among the other members of the Iraqi nationalist and progres- 
sive movement into a general nationalist front? 


[Answer] Quite unfortunately, we lost an entire, costly and important year for 
nationalist front activity--a year of war, with the authorities dragging the 
Iraqi people and their armed forces into a war against Iran, in cooperation with 
imperialism and Arab reactionism. 


Our nationalist duty required that all active parties make extraordinary efforts 
to close ranks and set up an all-encompassing nationalist front, as a first, basic 
step to rescue Iraq and establish a nationalist democratic regime to restore demo- 
cratic freedoms, join Iraq with the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front and 

send its army to the frontlines with the Zionist enemy. 


Sensing the responsibility which was placed on us, and realizing the role which 
our party and its leaders could play in front activity because of the relation- 
ships, close ties of friendship and mutual respect which unite us with all Arab 
and Kurdish nationalist groups in Iraq, our founding conference tasked the Central 
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Committee which it had elected to make every effort, with the help of all who so 
desire, to reunite the nationalist groups on this important nationalist question. 


We believe that the framework of the National Patriotic Front--NPF--was and still 
is the right framework for the all-encompassing front we desire. We believe that 
it is our responsibility to work to remove the obstacles which have blocked this 
front and kept it from expanding and joining with all the nationalist democratic 
forces. The last few weeks have witnessed promising activities, including con- 
tacts and meetings among groups of the Iraqi nationalist movement to solve the 
problems of front activity. I believe that tangible progress has occurred in this 
sphere, and we, along with all who are concerned with nationalist interests, must 
solidify our efforts to complete and set up the encompassing, effective national- 
ist front which is the hope of the Iraqi people. 


The most important thing is that the nationalist groups have come to realize and 
appreciate now more than ever the importance and necessity of front activity, con- 
sidering it the only successful vehicle for nationalist mobilization and a demo- 
cratic "state of the masses." 


Against the Fighting in Kurdistan 


[Question] There have been reports of bloody confrontations in Iraqi and Iranian 
Kurdistan. What is the actual situation there and what is your party's position? 


[Answer] First, I would like to make clear that in all our party's policies and 
actions, it is against the fratricide in Kurdistan in any form or under any guise. 
Moreover, we are against in-fighting because it usually leads to confrontations. 


The unfortunate bloody clashes in Iraqi Kurdistan, which greatly displeased our 
people, had the stamp of fratricide arising largely from narrowmindedness and 
factionalism. It is important for those concerned to know that the balance of 
power in Kurdistan will not allow anyone to settle accounts through military 
force. Besides, our people reject these methods. There will of course be ideo- 
logical, political and organizational struggles by each side to prove its qualifi- 
cations and to maintain the advantage. We are working to substitute democratic 
dialogue and national cooperation for fratricide, which benefits only the enemies 
of our people. 


As for the situation in Iranian Kurdistan, where in 5 days alone in the month of 
September, 75 Iranian Kurds were kilied and hundreds wounded and about 25 members 
of the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iraq (KDP) were killed and wounded, the atmo- 
sphere is still tense, and clashes and ambushes continue here and there. Without 
going into details here, we see that the first, basic condition to putting a stop 
to this killing is that the KDP leave Iranian Kurdistan alone and devote them- 
selves to working in the same manner as other Kurdish and Iraqi forces. 


We insist upon this and emphasize the necessity to exert the utmost caution and 
awareness to avoid the repetition of such bloody events in Iranian Kurdistan. 
We must also keep in mind how much hostile foreign powers have had a hand in 
these events, in addition to the fact that American imperialist circles are 
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making every effort to bring Iran back into the fold. We have confirmed informa- 
tion in this regard that one of their main departure points will be in eastern 
Turkey (Turkish Kurdistan) in the area on the Iranian border where secret military 
airports have been erected recently. There are also reports that large American 
transport aircraft h2¥- “een sighted in these areas. 
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ISRAEL 


PLO POLICIES IN TERRITORIES ANALYZED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 1 Jan 82 pp 14-16 
[Article by Yehuda Litani: "PLO and Its Status in the Territories"] 


[Text] "Problems of the National Struggle on the West Bank and in the Gaza 
Strip" was the title of the symposium in which four of the leaders of the 
Palestinian organizations participated, that took place in July 1981 and was 
widely publicized (abo: ¢ 70 columns) in the official organ of the PLO organ 
SHU'UN FILISTINIYA a monthly publication of the Research Center, the research 
institute dominated by the PLO. The participants, generally, speak with a 
surprising candor about the problems existing, in their view, in the terri- 
tories, and often even expose the impotence of the PLO with respect to the 
challenge set before them »y the Israeli occupation. 


Moderator of the discussion, Bilal al-Hasan (brother of Khalid al-Hasan, one 
of the leaders of Fatah and one of the confidants of Yassir Arafat) is the 
chief editor of SHU'UN FILISTINIYA and very close to the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, led by Na'if Hawatimah. Maj Majid Abu-Shara, 
who was assissinated about 2 months ago in Rome, represented Fatah in the 
discussion. He was a member of the central committee of Fatah and lived in 
Beirut. Abu-Sharar was noted for his leftist positions and was in the most 
extreme faction of PLO, an intimate of Abu-Iyad. Abu-Ali Mustafa represented 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine in the discussion. Abu-Ali 
Mustafa today considers himself a leader of the Popular Front, because of the 
deteriorating physical condition of the leader of the Front, Dr George Habash. 
The Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine was representated in the 
discussion by Yasir ‘Abd Rabbuh, the deputy of the leader Nayif Hawatimah and 
the delegate of this organization to the executive committee of the PLO. The 
SA'IGAH organization, associated with Syria, was represented by Muhammad 
Halifa, who is the delegate of this organization in the executive committee 
of the PLO. The Communists were represented in this discussion by ‘Arabi 
"Awad, the one responsible for the Palestinian Communist Organization on the 
West Bank, and who was deported from the West Bank in the early seventies. 


The characteristic theme of the discussion is the question of the connection 
and the supervision over the Territories from Beirut--how to develop control 
from afar, despite the geographical block. If this control is not possible, 
how to assure that the local leadership in the Territories will not constitute 
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an alternative for turning away from the Beirut leadership. The participants 
proposed various solutions to this problem, but all agreed that more than the 
cow (PLO Beirut) is able to provide nursing, the calf (residents of the 
Territories) wishes to nurse. The agreement lies therein that despite a PLO 
without established contacts as yet with the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
the residents in the Territories see the PLO as their leadership and seek a 
permanent tie to the PLO in Beirut. 


Two goals regarding the establishing of contacts with the residents of the 
Territories appear in the discussion. One goal, articulated by Majid Abu- 
Sharar of the Fatah, states that there is a necessity for a concentration of 
control over the Territories can be exercised from afar, and the first 
essential step (all participants in the discussion agree with him on the 
question of this step) is the replacement of the Committee for National Direc- 
tion, which is a spontaneous product of the opposition to the Camp David 
Agreements and to President al-Sadat, by a new edition of a National Front. 
The other participants also argue that the Committee for National Direction 

is an unordered organization for which there had seen a temporary need, but 
now there is a need to replace it (it should be noted that the Palestinian 
National Council decided specifically to establish a National Front to replace 
the Committee for Direction at its convention in April 1981 in Damascus). 


The divergent opinions among the participants in the deliberations are on the 
issue of the status of the National Front which is to be established. In the 
opinion of Majed Abu-Sharar, the National Front must be an arm only of the 
executive committee of the PLO. Opposing him, Yasir 'Abd-Rabbuh of the 
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine, argues that the new national 
front to be established must be not only an arm of the executive committee in 
Beirut, but also "national leadership for struggle in the conquered territo- 
ries." He maintains that the control by the PLO in the Territories cannot be 
accomplished from afar. This position of Yasir 'Abd-Rabbuh is associated with 
the general perception of the Rejectionist people in the PLO, according to 
which there is no requirement that Jordan be the connection with the Territo- 
ries. On the other hand, the Fatah people say that contacts with Jordan 
strengthen the "Zumud" (strengthening of the stand against the Occupation) in 
the Territories. The Rejectionist people in the PLO wish to reduce the 
influence of Fatah and that is why they oppose central control, which means 
maximum influence of Fatah, the largest and the strongest of the organizations. 


Yasir "Abd-Rabbuh says that the general lines of policy will be determined 

in the PLO in Beirut, but with regard to operational decisions in the area, 
discretion will be held by local leaders. In contrast, Majid Abu-Sharar says 
that strengthening of the Zumud in the Territories is associated with the 
strengthening of the presence of the PLO in Jordan, and in his view one 
depends upon the other. People of the Rejectionist Front maintain the view, 
contrary to his, that stronger, more independent leadership in the Territories 
constitutes an alternative to a connection with Jordan. In their view, in- 
creasing the independence of the local leadership can bring forth only good, 
inasmuch as the fragmentation and the division of characteristic of the Beirut 
PLO will not radiate to the local leadership in the Territories. 
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It would appear that to the Fatah people the connection with Jordan is impor- 
tant, preventing as it does the establishment of separate leadership for the 
residents of the Territories. The Fatah people are concerned that the monster 
they have created will turn upon its creator. Throughout the discussion the 
concern of the PLO people regarding what will happen in the future cropped up, 
regarding what will happen in the future if the leadership of the Territories 
is to be to independent and will no longer wish to have contacts with it, 
therefore the participants in the discussion propose that guarantees be pro- 
vided for that eventuality through establishment of contacts with Beirut in 
one way or another. 


Abu 'Ali-Mustafa raises an important point in the discussion: he notes that 
the principal adversary of the PLO in the Territories, and in particular in 
the Gaza Strip, are the religious Muslim circles. During the discussion, 

Abu 'Ali-Mustafa tells about the near-violent struggle between the religious 
circles and the clergymen in the Gaza Strip, and also about the struggle in 
the student elections at the Al-Najah University in Nablus between supporters 
of the PLO and the religious circles. The deputy general secretary of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine makes no mention of the Jordan 
sympathizers, but rather of the people of the Religious Power of the Right who 
constitute, according to him, the principal adversary to the PLO in the 
Territories. 


The Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine is in general more precise 
on the issue of status analysis. The essence of their debate with the people 
of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine is on the issue of 
whether to combine the national bourgeoisie class in the struggle. People of 
the Popular Front believe that they should participate, but not in the leader- 
ship of the struggle; whereas the Democratic Front is more orthodox and 
demands their total elimination. Here in the discussion Yasir '‘Abd-Rabbuh, 
the man of the Democratic Front notes that the precise yardstick throughout 
the Arab world does not apply to the conquered Territories, where national 
bourgeoisie is a positive factor inasmuch as it functions against Israel in 
the political struggle and therefore it should be accepted as a part of the 
struggle. 


Delegates of the Democratic Front and the Communists in the discussion, Yassir 
"Abd-Rabbuh and ‘Arabi ‘Awad note that an important process of proletarization 
has taken place in the West Bank. Many peasants have gone over to accept 
employment in manufacturing enterprises in Israel. According to them, the 
peasants are abandoning lands because of the Israeli settlements. One of the 
indications of the proletarization process, in their view, is an increase 

in the power of the trade unions in the Territories. 


All participants in the discussion see the Israeli settlements in the Territo- 
ries as the principal, and most important, problem. They propose to seek more 
funds from Arab countries so that the residents will be able to maintain a 
stand. Arab countries have $150 million for purposes of the Zumud (strengthen- 
ing the resistant to the Occupation) and the participants argue that in the 
Territories at least $1 billion annually will be required to stem, somehow, © 
the settlement phenomenon. 
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One of the solutions is proposed by the moderator Bilal al-Hasan the secretary 
to the discussants, because before 1948 there had been established the Nation- 
al Treasury which accepted responsibility for acquiring lands, among which 
were those from impoverished Felaheen, to prevent sales to Zionists. Monies, 
in the opinions of the discussants, are required primarily to strengthen 
institutions of an agricultural character, farmers’ cooperatives, and for the 
purpose of establishing new agricultural unions. It was further proposed to 
strengthen existing manufacturing institutions (such as, for example, the 

East Jerusalem Electric Authority) and to set up committees "to defend the 
land" in every village. There was also discussion regarding the establishment 
of an organization under supervision of the PLO executive committee, the 
function of which would be to follow up every question associated with lands. 





One of the positive points, in the view of the discussion participants, is 
that despite the feverish efforts of Israel the numbers of Israeli settlers 
in the Territories have not exceeded 25,000. 


Similarly, it was proposed to continue the armed struggle in an attempt to 
bring about its escalation and create an atmosphere of insecurity among the 
Israeli settlers. This will strengthen, according to the participants in the 
discussion, the awareness of the struggle among the Arab residents of the 
Territories, and will, as well, develop in them a spirit of opposition to the 
settlements, and will reduce the readiness to sell lands. It was also pro- 
posed to function in the international arena against Israel on the issue of 
the confiscation of lands from the residents, and to emphasize in the ears of 
the world the illegitimacy of this activity. 


The multiplicity of means against settlement proposed in this discussion 
demonstrates that until now the PLO has not developed any kind of body 
effective on the matter of the struggle in the sale (or the expropriation) of 
lands. The various proposals of the participants in the discussion demon- 
strate a specific impotence of the PLO people in the face of the phenomenon, 
and the "comfort" that they derive from the limited numbers of Israeli 
settlers does not compensate for the impotence which bursts forth from between 
the lines. 


In the discussion it was further stated that the emigration from the Territo- 
ries is particularly rampant among youth who cannot find work, and for that 
reason leave to go to neighboring Arab countries, or the youth who leave for 
university studies in Arab countries. To prevent emigration, the discussants 
propose an expansion of the existing academic institutions and the establish- 
ment of new ones, as well as the establishment of trade schools. In 1975, 
said Majid Abu-Sharar, some 13,500 persons emigrated from the Territories, 
while in 1980 some 20,000 persons emigrated from the Territories, most of 
them work-seekers (the numbers are based, according to him, on AL-QUDS and 
MA'ARIV). 

On the matter of what in the discussion was called the "armed struggle," or, 
in our language--terrorist activities--Abu 'Ali-Mustafa points to a consider- 
able drop in the number of military operations in the past 5 years as compared 
with the first 3 years of the Israeli Occupation. Abu 'Ali-Mustafa attributes 
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this drop to the preoccupation of the PLO in its own defense, particularly in 
recent years, as well as in the difficulty of approaching the Territories 
through Jordan. He notes a significant rise in the matter of popular activism 
(protests, strikes, etc.) and the level of this activism is increasing, 
according to him, more than the military activity. The participants in the 
discussion are of the opinion that this situation requires correction and it 
is necessary to balance the public political activism with military activity. 


Other topics which were touched upon in the discussion--action for the benefit 
of prisoners in the Territories, the establishment of a united Palestinian 
Communist Party which would operate in parallel in Beirut and in the Territo- 
ries. Establishment of the National Front should not cancel, in the words of 
the participants, the continuation of the separate and independent activism 
of the various organizations in the Territories. The Front will be a coordi- 
nating factor among them because the organizations are not prepared to relin- 
quish their independence, whether in Beirut or in the Territories. 


It is difficult to summarize in a single article a discussion which extended 
for, surely, many long hours. But the spirit of the remarks reflects a 
turning and indicates more openness, self-criticism, great candor and a 
readiness to lay weaknesses bare. They are no longer talking about victories, 
successes in a tone of boasting and vanity. 


Delegates of a number of Palestinian organizations (the most important) came 
together for a long discussion, and despite the quarrels among them held to 
the weak points of the PLO and not necessarily of Israel, on the issue of 
the Territories. Such remarks were, until now, expressed within the PLO 

in inner forums, not for publication. The most recent releases in SHU'UN 
FILISTINIYA augur a new line on this theme. 
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ISRAEL 


INCREASED GAZA STRIP TERRORIST ACTIVITIES 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 15 Jan 82 p 2 


[Article: "Report of the Gaza Strip Commander For ‘81: Increased Terrorist 
Activity"] 


[Text] Significant increase in terrorist activity, to a degree to which we 
have not been witness for several years, took place in the Gaza Strip during 
the year 1980-81, the commander of the Gaza Strip and Southern Sinai, Brig 
Gen Yosef Lonatz, reported in an annual report of the Zone Command. 


In the report, released yesterday for publication, the commander of the Gaza 
Strip says that the principal manifestations of this activity were in the 
assassination of moderate people, or of those who were suspected of collabora- 
ting with the authorities. The internal terror, said Brig Gen Lonatz, cast 
its fear over the population and doubtlessly prevented its readiness to 
cooperate and to participate in the autonomy plan. 


The success in the suppression of the terrorist activity in 1981 was not 
accompanied by parallel success in the discovery of partners among the local 
population for the peace process. The call upon the inhabitants of the zone 
to participate in the autonomy plan was as a call into the wilderness, and 
it is still premature to fortell the prospects and the outcomes, says the 
commander of the Gaza Strip. 


iormalization procedures between Israel and Egypt were clearly expressed in 
the day-to-day life of the Gaza Strip. More than 27,000 residents of the Zone 
visited Egypt in 1980-81 for purposes of tourism and business. 


In the course of the year, the commander of the Zone notes, there will be 
upheavals and great and strong feelings among the urban and agricultural 
Israeli population in the Yamit strip. These upheavals came particularly as 
a result of the fear for the loss of home, land and livelihood; and the total 
waste of all of the building that was erected over the past decade in this 
Zone, Brig Gen Lonatz notes. 
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EMPLOYMENT IN TERRITORIES--A significant increase has been noted in the number 
of workers from the Territories; this is despite the employment situation in 
Israel. The number of unionized workers from the Territories has reached 
close to 5,000, as compared with slightly more than 44,000 in the previous 
year, an increase of about 14 percent. Unlike the past, this year the 
employment offices encountered difficulties at the time when they need to find 
workers from the Territories for harvest operations. [Text] [Tel Aviv HA' 
ARETZ in Hebrew 19 Jan 82 p 6] 8090 
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MOROCCO 


ENERGY DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR 1981-1985 EXAMINED 
Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 2 Feb 82 p 4 


[Text] The 3-year plan for 1978 to 1980 witnessed the completion of numerous 
projects in the energy field, demonstrating the importance which the government 
attributes to the sector, which plays a decisive role in the country's development 
process, 


In the area of refined products, SAMIR [Moroccan-Italian Refining Corporation] 
has achieved a major increase in its refining capacity, raising it to 6.75 million 
tons a year. 


The Moroccan Petroleum Company (SCP) has also increased its capacity from 800,000 
tons to 1 million tons thanks to optimization improvements costing 47.5 [million] 
dirhams. It also built a water treatment station (12 million dirhams), a salt 
removal unit (1.7 million dirhams) and storage units (20 million dirhams). 


For its part, the Asphalt and Lubricant Company (SEBLIMA) has expanded, increasing 
the asphalt oxidation capacity from 80,000 to 120,000 tons a year. 


In the packing and distribution sector, one should note: construction of an 
underground butane storage tank with a capacity of 110,000 cubic meters, a bottle 
gas filling center at Oued Zem with a capacity of 22,000 tons, and a new center 
at Fes with a capacity of 50,000 tons. Two large pool storage units have gone 
into service at Mohammedia (180,000 tons) and Agadir (23,000 tons). 


Finally, the gasoline distribution system was improved through the establishment 
of new sales outlets, for an investment of 39 million dirhams. 


Along with these investments, sustained efforts have been made in the field of 
oil research, leading to the discovery of gas deposits in the Gharb and Essaouira 
basins, 


During the 3-year plan, production of electric power also experienced remarkable 
development, considering the average annual increase in demand, which was 9.1 per- 
cent for energy consumed and 8.4 percent for power drawn upon during peak winter 
hours. 








The program of action essentially included the completion of hydroelectric and 
thermic projects whose construction began during the 1973-1977 5-year plan: 

1) hydroelectric projects: completion of the Oued El Makhazine (36 million kilo- 
watts) and the El Massira plants (2 X 63 million watts); 2) thermic projects: 
completion of the Kenitra fuel thermic power plant (4 X 75 million watts) and 
construction work on the Mohammedia thermic power plant (4 X 150 million watts). 
Concerning the Timahdit schists, combustion tests are continuing and their com- 
pletion, along with the conclusion of contracts for the execution of studies and 
tests on the Tarfaya schists, should be mentioned. 


For its part, coal exploration has been limited to the El Minizla deposit near 
Taroudant, while lignite exploration continued in the southern part of the Guercif 
Basin, revealing more reserves. 


Investments during the 3-year period amounted to 10 million dirhams for explora- 
tion and 127 million for coal mining. 


Finally, one should note the construction at Marrakech of the Renewable Energy 
Development Center (CDER), entrusted with the task of carrying out studies and 
doing research aimed at promoting renewable forms of energy and developing their 
use, particularly by the adoption of technologies adapted to the country's speci- 
fic conditions. 


Development Prospects During the 1981-1985 Period; General Guidelines 


The energy sector occupies an important place in the national economy and its 
evolution affects that of other sectors. 


At the present time, Morocco's needs are 80 percent met by imports. This situa- 
tion of energy dependency, made worse by the rising price of oil products, has 
forced the government to adopt a deliberately ambitious and vigorous policy on 
energy within the framework of the 1981-1995 [sic] plan. 


This energy policy, which constitutes one of the plan's priorities, is aimed at 
the following essential objectives: ensuring a reliable supply of energy for the 
country and meeting energy needs without which no economic and social development 
is possible; diversifying the sources of our supply; rationalizing energy consump- 
tion and promoting energy conservation by fighting gas waste; rapid and intensive 
mobilization of the energy potential, mainly through: intensified oil and gas 
research; upgrading bituminous schists; acceleration of the hydroelectric program 
and the execution of a vast pregram to set up mini plants; extraction of uranium 
from phosphates; development of research into and production of solid energy 
substances (coal, lignite, uranium, and so on); the introduction of nuclear 
energy; and development of new sources of energy, particularly solar and biomass 
energy. 


Program of Action 


The program chosen by the energy sector will require an investment of a total of 
9,156,000,000 dirhams, including 4,502,000,000 dirhams in budgeted credits. 
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This program concerns oil products, the distribution of liquid fuels, electric 
energy, upgrading of bituminous schists and the production of anthracite. 


Oil Products 
In this field, action essentially involves refining, storage and distribution. 


With respect to refining, one should mention the lubricants project, whose start- 
up in 1984 will make it possible to meet 55 percent of national needs. Its cost 
is an estimated 550 million dirhams. 


Regarding the storage of oil, SAMIR plans to carry out a 600,000 cubic meter 
program that will increase crude oil storage capacity to 1 million tons (cost, 
90 million dirhams) and continue technical and economic studies into the use of 
the Mohammedia salt pits. 


For its part, the CP [expansion unknown] plans to increase its storage capacity 

for finished products at Kenitra, Tangiers and Casablanca (87 million dirhams). 

It also plans to modify the pipeline system in order to be able to receive crude 
oil at Mohammedia (cost, 100 million dirhams). 


Equally important projects are planned for liquified gas and oil (GPL [liquefied 
petroleum gas]). 


Regarding storage, one should mention: the putting into service of two new under- 
ground storage facilities with a capacity of 50,000 tons each (60 million dirhams) ; 
installation of refrigerated storage at Nador by the SCP (90 million dirhams) and 
backup storage for each filling center. 


Finally, there are plans for filling centers in the main areas in the kingdom 
(70 million dirhams) and for purchasing gas bottles for a sum of 89 million dir- 
hams, 


Regarding the hauling of GPL, two butane tankers, with a capacity of 2,500 and 
30,000 tons, 24 trucks and 20 truck tractors (304 million dirhams) will be pur- 
chased. 


For the distribution of liquid fuels, there are plans for the following: a sum 
of 92 million dirhams will be used to adapt and modernize the distribution net- 
work; a sum of 88 million will be used to buy storage tanks; and a sum of 92 mil- 
lion dirhams will be used to buy a 5,000-ton coastal vessel and a number of 
trucks and tank trucks. 


Other projects will also be carried out during the 1981-1985 plan, including: 
the gas bottle manufacturing plant (25 million dirhams); the lubricating oil 
recycling unit (10,000 tons); and four plastic packing manufacturing plants. 


Total investments in the entire oil products sector amount to 1,351,000,000 dir- 
hams, in addition to 395 million for the transport of these products. 











Electric Power 


Investments planned by the ONE [National Electricity Office] for the 1981-1985 
period amount to 3,991,000,000 dirhams, including 1,506,000,000 financed by the 
State budget. 


These investments should make it possible to complete and build new hydraulic 

and thermic power plants, study the installation of new plants and the feasibility 
of the nuclear power plant, and finally, develop the transport and distribution of 
electricity. 


1) Hydraulic power plants (888 million dirhams): completion of the Lalla Taker- 
koust power plant, whose power will be increased to 12 million watts; beginning 
work on new power plants: Ait Chouarjt (67 million watts), M'dez (52 million 
watts), Matmata (3 X 80 million watts), El Menzel (2 X 74 million watts), Mjara 
(3 X 80 million watts) and Dchar El Oued (92 million watts). 


Insofar as additional financing is found, the construction of new hydraulic power 
plants could be considered: Merija (2 X 30 million watts), Imerdalgane (68 mil- 
lion watts), Taskadert (32 million watts), Tajemount (28 million watts), El Borj 
(17 million watts), Tillouguit (65 million watts) and Sebkha Tah (10 million watts). 
watts). 


2) Thermic power plants (1,952,000,000 dirhams): completion of the Mohammedia 
thermal power station (4 X 150 million watts), with conversion to coal of phases 
III and IV (984 million dirhams); construction at Timahdit of the first experi- 
mental unit operating on bituminous schists (968 million dirhams). 


3) Transport and distribution of electricity: Work under consideration would 
mainly involve connection into the 225-kilovolt system of the thermal and hydrau- 
lic units chosen and extension of the network to the entire national territory. 


In order to connect the Timohdit plant, there are plans for the construction of 
215 kilometers of 400-kilovolt lines and two 400-kilovolt transformer gates. 


Investments planned for transporting electricity total 5/75 million dirhams. 


Concerning the distribution, the equipping and expansion of the centers managed 
by the ONE will require an investment of 150 million dirhams. 


Additional arrangements, general studies and social actions will absorb 255 mil- 
lion dirhams during the 1981-1985 period. 


Other operations are planned, including: construction by the ONE and on behalf 
of the OCP [Moroccan Phosphates Office] of the electrical infrastructure needed 
for its Jorf Lasfar project (70 million dirhams); supplying electric power to 
SONASID [expansion unknown] (35 million dirhams). 
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Upgrading of Schists 


Pyrolysis tests done on the Timahdit schists provided encouraging results and 
consequently, a program providiug for the production of some 2,000 barrels a day 
(or 100,000 tons of oil a year) in 1985 and 8,000 barrels a day beginning in 1986 
was drawn up within the framework of the plan. 


Completion of infrastructure work and construction of the first units will require 
a credit of 1.1 billion dirhams. 


Petroleum Research 


An important program has been drawn up for the purpose of continuing exploration 
in permit zones, where research is already well underway: Essaouira Agadir and 
the Doukkala basin. 


Total expenditures are an estimated 2 billion dirhams for the 1981-1985 period, 
including 1.5 billion financed out of the state budget. 


Other equally important actions and measures are planned, including: construction 
at Marrakech of a Renewable Energies Development Center (CDER), in charge of 
adapting technologies for the use of these types of energy and promoting their 

use (93 nillion dirhams); improvements in the extent of electrification in the 
country (642 million dirhams); establishment of the National Nuclear Research 
Center; and finally, the completion of various studies aimed at better use of 

the national energy potential. BMCE [Moroccan Foreign Trade Bank] 
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MOROCCO 


AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN OUTLINED FOR 1981-1985 
Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE in French 29 Jan 82 p 7 


[Text] Execution of the 5-year action program for plant production will require 
investments totaling an estimated 1.86 billion dirhams in payment credits and 
1,039,000,000 dirhams in commitments for subsequent fiscal years. 


Investment expenditures amounting to 450 million dirhams are distributed as fol- 
lows: grain, 352.6 million dirhams; oil-yielding plants, 33,258,000 dirhams; and 
industrial crops and forage crops [no figure given]. 


Tne physical program for development of grain production consists of substituting 
wheat (90,000 hectares with irrigation and 250,000 hectares in dry farming) for 
barley and an increase in the area of land in corm of 10,000 irrigated hectares. 
It is also planned that irrigated areas will inc’ude wheat on 200,000 hectares 

by the end of the plan, following the example of the industrial crops. This 
integration will require financing in the form of farm credits totaling an esti- 
mated 597.8 million dirhams for the five years covered by the plan. 


Execution of the entire program requires the setting up of the following support 
actions: 


1) government aid for fertilizer. This aid will be for all fertilizer and will 
not be included in the budget of the Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform 
(the objective is 590,000 tons in 1985). 


2) large subsidies (166.2 million dirhams) for the use of grain seed and some 

12 million dirhams for the production of select seed for these crops (the amount 
of choice grain seed would amount to 4,118,000 million quintals for the five years 
of the plan). 


3) subsidies for 610,000 quintals of treated barley seed, or 17.8 million dirhams. 
4) tax exemption for tractors, the granting of a 30-percent subsidy to coopera- 
tives and 10 percent to individuals. This subsidy and credit privileges granted 


to garmers will make it possible to purchase 175,700 tractors during the 5-year 
period. The government's burden during the plan will be 106.5 million dirhams. 
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5) the granting of a subsidy amounting to 50 percent for the fight against 
wild oats, The financial effort amounts to 50.1 million dirhams (in order to 
have a program of 400,000 hectares in dry farming and irrigated crops for the 
5 years of the plan. 


Oil-Yielding Plants 


Action aimed at developing oil-yielding crops is as follows (for the olive- 
growing sector or oil-yielding seed): 


1) for the olive-growing sector, the granting of 5 dirhams per tree and a 30- 
percent subsidy on the price of nitrogen fertilizer, allowing 3 kilograms per 
trees for those undergoing pruning (the proposed regeneration program involves 
10,200 hectares, including 5,300 hectares in dry farming for the 5 years of the 
plan), as well as aid for the purchase of pruning equipment, or 50 percent of 

the average perchase price, in order to encourage farmers to carry out the 
fructification pruning (the program involves the purchase of 45,000 units for the 
5 years of the plan). 


In addition, in order to encourage expansion of plantations, the government 
plans to return basic fertilizer (4 kilograms per tree), with a 50-percent sub- 
sidy and aid for maintenance (2 dirhams per ton and 1.5 dirhams per tree by the 
second year for irrigated and dry farming). During the 1981-1985 period, the 
program will involve 8,250 hectares, including 6,000 in irrigated plantations. 


Finally, the government plans to continue the Operation Improvement for Oil- 
Yielding Production (APO), which will involve 2.6 million trees for the 5 years 
of the plan. It should be noted that this operation does not permit one genera- 
tion of treatment (because of the human and material means that this would re- 
quire). Consequently, the government plans subsidies and credits in order to 
encourage farmers to buy processing equipment and to use phytosanitary products: 
treatment products: the granting of a subsidy amounting to 50 percent of the 
cost (20,000 hectares for the 5 years of the plan); hand spraying with portable 
sprayers: granting of a 50-percent subsidy and a credit for 40 percent of the 
purchase price (subsidizing of 4,330 portable sprayers during the plan). 


Sunf Lowers 


For the oil-yielding seed sector, there are plans to return to the formula of 

an integrated operation for sunflower crops, while stepping up the fight against 
sparrows. (For 15 years, we hive stated in these columns that the sunflower 
was the oil-yielding crop best adapted to the Moroccan ecology and that its 
main enemy was the sparrow. The solution consists of fighting the birds and of 
extending sunflower crops of a single owner to the maximum extent.) 


The program as outlined will involve 32,000 hectares, based on a yield of 10.6 
quintals per hectare, giving a production of 340,000 quintals. 


A program to introduce soybeans on a large scale will be carried out during the 
1981-1985 Plan (1,500 hectares, with a projected yield of 20 quintals per hectare 
by the end of the plan). 














Industrial Crops 


These crops constitute an integrated operation for which the government provides 
the technical staffing. Financing is in the form of an agricultural credit. 


The area devoted to sugarbeets will go from 63,409 hectares in 1980 to 83,010 
in 1985, with yield going from 34.5 tons per hectare to 39.2 tons, which would 
make it possible to increase sugar production from 296,000 tons in 1980 to 
455,000 tons in 1985, 


The area devoted to cane will go from 10,000 hectares in 1980 to 31,760 in 1985, 
and the area harvested will increase from 4,020 hectares to 20,900. Considering 
the yield registered in 1980 (69 tons per hectare) and projected yield for 1985 

(72 tons per hectare), production of sugar from cane will rise from 39,000 tons 

in 1980 to 159,000 tons (the sugar extraction rate is 10.5 percent) in 1985. 


The area devoted to cotton will rise from an average of 13,500 hectares during 
the past five seasons to 20,000 hectares in 1985 and production will go from 
16,300 to 38,000 tons during the same period. 


Forrage Crops 


The forrage operation consists of financial aid aimed at encouraging farmers 

to use select forrage crop seed. This aid amounts to 40 percent for individual 
farmers and 60 percent for farmers belonging to a cooperative. On the basis of 
a program aimed at reaching 1.12 million hectares, 260,000 of which will be sub- 
sidized, bonuses for the use of forrage seed will amount to 35 million dirhams 
during the plan. 
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MOROCCAN CANADIAN ACCORDS--Casablanca, February 17--Canada's Minister of 
State for External Relations, Pierre De Bane, left here yesterday after sign- 
ing several bilateral accords. A joint Canadian-Moroccan commission was set 
up to work out cooperative ventures in several areas, and agreements were 
signed tor loans from Canada to construct a waste treatment plant and to 
found a poultry-and-egg-growing industry. In a statement before his depar- 
ture, Mr De Bane emphasized Canada's interest in developing its relations 
with Morocco. By doing so, he said, "Canada can have access not only to the 
African continent but equally to the Middle East, where Morocco plays an 


important role." (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2873, 
19 Feb 82 p 6] 
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TUNISIA 


OUTLINE OF 1982 BUDGET PUBLISHED 
Tunis DIALOGUE in French No 383, 4 Jan 82 pp 29-40 


[Text] After the closing of budgetary debates and the adoption, on 31 Decem- 
ber, of the state budget for 1982 by the Chamber of Deputies, we are continu- 
ing our practice of presenting to our readers an outline, mainly in numbers, 
of this dual-faceted budget: the operational budget and the budget for capi- 
tal expenditures. 


The year 1982 coincides with a new 5-year development period (1982-86), and 
it would therefore be wise to review the overall budget estimates for 1982. 


These estimates indicate that state expenditures for management and investment 
in 1982 are going to reach 1,442 million dinars (MD), of which 797 MD will go 
for management expenses (Title I) and 645 MD for capital outlays (Title II). 
Compared to the probable results of the 1981 budgetary year, the total 1982 
budget shows an increase of 17.06 percent, or the equivalent of 210.2 MD. 


For the operating budget, the proposed credits will come to 797 MD as opposed 
to 677.8 MD in 1981, which is an increase of 17.6 percent or the equivalent of 
119.2 MD. This increase is the result of, on the one hand, the increase of 
the current management expenses of the ministries: (630,380,000 dinars (D), 
which is 15.6 percent more or the equivalent of 85,137,000 D) and, on the 
other hand, the normal evolution of four principal factors, namely: 


-~Interest on the debt: 86.5 MD, an increase of 32.6 percent or the equiva- 
lent of 21.3 MD; 


--The General Compensation Fund: 30 MD, a decrease of 25 percent or the 
equivalent of 10 MD. It should be noted that the total credits of the 
General Compensation Fund will rise in 1982, to 140 MD, of which 110 MD are 
from its own resources and 30 MD from subsidies in the state budget; 


--Common charges: 42 MD, an increase of 93.9 percent or the equivalent of 
20,343,000 D; 


--Contingency expenses: 8.12 million D, an increase of 42.5 percent or the 
equivalent of 2.42 million D. 


In another area, the increase of 119.2 MD for 1982 management expenses will 
benefit the following functional sectors: 
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--General services: 191,382,920 D (28.7 percent of the total current expenses), 
an increase of 14.4 percent or the equivalent of 24,720,694 D; 


--Social services: 394,936,335 D (59 percent), an increase of 8.4 percent or 
the equivalent of 30,498,111 D (of which the education portion is: 221,796,505 


ar percent), an increase of 11.9 percent or the equivalent of 23,661,355 
D); 


--Economic services: 82,060,745 D (12.3 percent, an increase of 12.7 percent 
or the equivalent of 9,231,195 D; 


--Nonallocated expenses (interest on the debt and other expenses): 128.62 mil- 
lion D, an increase of 75.3 percent or the equivalent of 55.25 million D. 


As for the capital expenditures budget, during the 1982 budget year, it will 
come to 645 MD, of which 371 MD come from budget savings under the state's 
Title I. These payment credits are going to be allocated as follows: 298 MD 
for financial operations and 130 MD for repayment of the public debt. Com- 
pared to 1981, this capital budget results in an increase of 16.4 percent or 
the equivalent of 91 MD. 


As regards direct investments, the 298 MD of proposed credits are going to be 
able to finance ongoing projects, at a cost of 197,245,000 D, and new projects 
at a cost of 100,755,000 D. It should be noted that 80.7 percent of the pay- 
ment credits will finance the state effort in the areas of national defense, 
agriculture, materiel, rural development, and public health. As for financial 
operations (217 MD), they are directed at capital participation in the indus- 
trial sector (construction materials, textiles, sugar, etc....) and in the 
form of loans benefiting the state for the purpose of investing in development 
projects for the El-Fouladh company's petroleum deposits, the Office of Grains, 
the SNIT [Tunisian National Real Estate Company] and the National Office for 
Sanitation Improvement. 


Certainly, this trend clearly shows us the desire of the state to give in each 
instance a new boost to investments and to prepare the country to take a new 
step in support of Tunisia's economic upswing. 


Presidency of the Republic 
Operating Budget 


1982: 3,140,000 D 
1981: 2,956,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: + 184,000 D 
--Percentage: + 6.2 


The operating budget of the presidency of the republic for the year 1982 will 
reach 3,140 MD, which gives an increase of 6.2 percent or the equivalent of 
184,000 D compared to 1981. A proportion of 95 percent of this increase will 
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go for contingency reconciling operations, and the rest will be devoted to new 
measures. An examination of this budget by item shows us that the most impor- 
tant expenditures concern the direct and indirect intervention by the state in 
the social and cultural areas in the amount of 1,552,000 D and the payment of 
the personnel salaries account in the amount of 696,000 D. As for the expenses 
of the sovereignty, they attain a total of 726,000 D, of which 24,000 D are for 
a fund at the disposition of the president of the republic and 362,000 D for 
the expenses of the presidential palace. 


Capital Budget 


1982: 600,000 D 
1981: 626,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: -26,000 D 
--Percentage: -4.2 


Before examining the capital budget of the presidency of the republic, it 
should be pointed out that the sixth plan provides for the presidency a total 
credit of 3 MD to be spent at a rate of 600,000 D per year. 


Thus, for 1982, the first year of the plan in question, the presidency of the 
republic will receive a payment credit of 600,000 D which will be used to 
continue ongoing projects inthe amount of 380,000 D, on one hand, and, on the 
other, to begin new projects using 200,000 D. The ongoing projects chiefly 
involve the development of the Essaada Palace at La Marsa for a sum of 270,000 
D and the presidential palace at Carthage for 80,000 D, as well as the con- 
struction of a pool at the same palace for 30,000 D. 


As for the new projects, they consist essentially of the conservation of the 
Palace of Carthage for a round figure of 200,000 D. 


Chamber of Deputies 
Operating Budget 


1982: 1,345,000 D 
1981: 1,143,000 D 


Variations: 


-~-Absolute: +202,000 D 
--Percentage: +17.7 


For the year 1982, the operating budget of the National Assembly will come to 
1,345,000 D, an increase of 17.7 percent or 202,000 D compared to 1981. This 
significant increase will be applied especially to the contingency reconcil- 
ing operations in the amount of 197,000 D, while the rest (5,000 D) will be 
devoted to new measures. 











An examination of this budget by item reveals that the greatest expenses are 
the allowance granted to the president and members of the Chamber of Deputies 
in the amount of 890,000 D and the payment of the personnel salaries account 
in the amount of -186,000 D, as well as the expenses for material (124,000 D). 


Let us point out, incidentally, that the new measures of this budget include 
the creation of 5 typist positions. 


Capital Budget 


1982: 80,000 D 
1981: 100,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: -20,000 D 
--Percentage: -20 


In regard to the capital budget of the National Assembly for the year 1982, 
80,000 D are allocated for payment credits. 


The allocation of these credits by type of expenditure shows that 50,000 D 
will be used to develop and furnish the plenary meeting room, 10,000 D for 

the construction of a 3d floor, and the remaining 20,000 D will be used to 
finance the different renovations and improvements of the Chamber of Deputies. 
It should also be noted that in the current state of preparation of the sixth 
plan, a lump sum of 400,000 D was allocated to the National Assembly and that 
in the 2d phase the definitive total will be fixed for these credits and 

their allocation among the projects on a yearly basis. 





Prime Ministry 
Operating Budget 


1982: 9,254,000 D 
1981: 7,050,000 D 


Variations: 


-~-Absolute: +2,204,000 D 
--Percentage: +31.3 


The draft operating budget of the Prime Ministry for the year 1982 comes to 
9,254,000 D, an increase of 2,204,000 D or 31.3 percent compared to the 1981 
budget. 


This significant increase will finance contingency readjustments, in the 
amount of 2,103,700 D, the rest being dedicated to new measures (100,300 D). 
Note that this increase does not reflect the real change in the activity of 
the Prime Ministry because the credits anticipated for the 1982 exercise are 
the justification for the annual financial impact of the complementary interim 














payment. As for the composition of the budget by expense item, it shows that 
the most important expenses have to do with, first of all, the jobs involv- 

ing people who are not civil servants, for a total of 3,053,000 D, most of 
which will be used to pay for the clergy, and secondly, the management expenses 
for the public institutions (National School of Administration, Social and 
Economic Council, and the Administrative Court). The rest of the current ex- 
penses of the department will be used to provide compensation and salaries 

for personnel and to pay for indirect initiatives in the economic sphere and 
direct initiatives in the social and cultural area. 


Capital Budget 


1982: 626,000 D 
1981: 1,104,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: -478,000 D 
--Percentage: -43.3 


As for the capital budget of this department for 1982, it has been set at 
626,000 D, of which 286,000 D are for direct investments and 340,000 D for 
financial transactions. Compared to that of the preceding year, this budget 
is smaller by 43.3 percent or the equivalent of 478,000 D. With regard to the 
direct investments of the department, they will be especially used to finance 
administrative construction (65,000 D), the purchase of vehicles (37,000 D), 
and various other operations. As for the financial transactions, they have 

to do with the investment expenses of the National Data Processing Center. 

The latter will spend the allocated 340,000 D for reimbursement of a French 
credit for acquisition of data processing equipment, the construction and 
equipping of the data processing training center, and the program for arabiza- 
tion ot data processing. 


Ministry of Justice 
Operating Budget 


1982: 9,030,000 D 
1981: 7,801,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +1 ,229,000 D 
--Percentage: +15.8 


The operating budget of the Ministry of Justice for the year 1982 comes to 
9,030,000 D, an increase of 1,229,000 D or 15.8 percent compared to the 1981 
budget. This increase, which seems inflated, due to the annual financial 
impact of the provisional payment begun in 1981, is distributed in the amount 
of 1,043,000 D for contingency reconciling operations and 186,000 D for new 
measures. Note that this department's new measures are devoted principally 











to creating 140 positions during 1982, of which 65 will be for jurists, 63 

for administrative personnel, and 12 of a technical nature. As for this 
budget's composition by expense item, it shows the most significant expense is 
for the personnel salaries account (8,047,000 D, or 89 percent of the Title I 
total for the Department of Justice). 


The rest of the current expenses will be used to pay for the fund related to 
the ministry and the allocation for members of the cabinet, equipment expenses, 
travel reimbursement, and direct initiatives of the state in the social and 
cultural domain. 


Capital Budget 


1982: 1,250,000 D 
1981: 926,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +324,000 D 
--Percentage: +35.0 


The draft capital budget of this department for the 1982 exercise is based on 
a blanket sum of 1,250,000 D (payment credits) as opposed to 926,000 D in 
1981, or an increase of 35 percent. This budget will finance ongoing con- 
struction projects, of which the total rises to 970,000 D, and also new pro- 
jects in the amount of 480,000 D. Projects being completed include especially 
the expansion of the law courts of Tunis, the construction of the court of 
first instance of Zaghouan and that of Jendouba, the data processing manage- 
ment of the Ministry of Justice, and the furbishing of the courts in general. 
As for the new projects, they involve the furbishing of the courts, the pur- 
chase of vehicles, the data processing management of the department of Jus- 
tice, and the construction of courts. Note that in the area of obligated 
credits, provision is made for the purchase of land. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Operating Budget 


1982: 18,600,000 D 
1981: 15,050,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +3,550,000 D 
-~-Percentage: +23.6 


The operating budget of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the 1982 exercise 
was fixed at 18.6 MD, an increase of 23.6 percent or the equivalent of 
3,550,000 D compared to the 1981 budget. 


This significant increase is distributed in the amount of 2,517,000 D for 
contingency reconciling operations and 1,033,000 D for new measures. 
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Likewise, the increase is distributed in the amount of 2,472,000 D for the 
embassies, 614,000 D for the Central Administration, and 464,000 D for the 
international organizations. As for an itemized examination of the composi- 
tion of this budget, it gives a predominant place to the management funds for 
our foreign embassies, of which the total rises to 12,670 D (68 percent of 
the total current expenses of the Department of Foreign Affairs, representing 
an increase of 24.2 percent compared to 1981). 


The rest of the operating credits allocated to this department are for the 
salary fund for the various categories of personnel, equipment expenses, tra- 
vel reimbursement, etc, for a total of 3,727,000 D. Note that in 1982 this 
department will create 110 positions, in addition to 5 chief of mission 
possitions. 


Capital Budget 


1982: 1,100,000 D 
1981: 1,396,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: -296,000 D 
--Percentage: -21.2 


The draft capital budget of this department for the year 1982 is going to 
reach only 1,100,000 D as opposed to 1,396,000 D in 1981, or a negative 
difference of 21.2 percent. This makes, incidentally, the second consecutive 
year that the capital budget of this department shows a decrease (in 1981 the 
decrease was 1.7 percent). 


Composed solely of new projects, this budget will be distributed in the 
amount of 930,000 D for construction and 170,000 D for the purchase of 
venicles. Among the construction projects, we mention the case of the devel- 
ment operations of our embassies in Damascus, Abu Dhabi, Beirut, Bonn, Dakar, 
Jiddah, Stockholm, Kinshasa, and New York. 


Note that in the framework of the sixth plan, there was provision made for 
this department to receive a direct investment of 6.5 MD which will be dis- 
tributed later on a yearly basis. 

Ministry of the Interior 


Operating Budget 


1982: 64,000,000 D 
1981: 56,846,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +7,154,000 D 
--Percentage: +12.6 
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The operating budget of the Ministry of the Interior for the year 17982 comes 
to 64 MD, an increase of 12.6 percent or the equivalent of 7,154,00U D com- 
pared to the budget of the preceding year. 


However, this increase does not reflect the real change in the department's 
activity because of the annual financial impact of the provisional comple- 
mentary indemnity for the department during 1981, with the result that the 
net increase of proposed credits will be only 9 percent. As for the compo- 
Sition of this budget by expense item, it shows that the major portion of the 
credits is dedicated to the salary fund for personnel; namely, 50,621,000 D, 
Or an increase on the order of 13 percent compared to 1981. The rest of the 
expenses involve the purchase of equipment and administrative management 
(9,599,000 D), and other expenses. We should point out, moreover, that at 
the departmental level provision has been made, in 1982, for the creation of 
2,347 positions, which include 1,000 policemen, 1,000 national guardsmen, and 
347 for the general administration of national security. 





Capital Budget 


1982: 9,000,000 D 
1981: 8,698,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +302,000 D 
--Percentage: +3.5 


The capital budget of this department for the 1982 exercise comes to 9 MD, 
an increase of 3.5 percent or the equivalent of 302,000 D compared to the 
1981 budget. This budget will be distributed in the amount of 5,908,000 D 
for projects being completed and 2,092,000 D for new projects. 


Among the projects being completed, we mention the case of construction of 
an administrative building for public safety, of the offices for the govern- 
ing of Mahdia, several frontier centers, and various other construction 
projects. 


As for the new projects, they involve the construction of 2 delegation centers 
for 60,000 D, the improvement of buildings for the security departments, pur- 
chase of a building for 32,000 D, the construction of resident facilities at 
Ariana for 300,000 D, government offices for the governing of Nabeul for 
100,000 D, and the civil prison of Mahdia for 200,000 D, and especially the 
purchase and construction of housing for security agents. 
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Ministry of National Defense 
Operating Budget 


1982: 70,000,000 D 
1981: 60,928,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +9,072,000 D 
--Percentage: +14.9 


The operating budget of the Ministry of National Defense for the 1982 exercise 
comes to 70 MD, an increase of 14.9 percent or the equivalent of 9,072,000 D 
compared to the 1981 budget. This increase results from contingency recon- 
ciling operations, 7,409,000 D, and new measures, 1,663,000 D. An examination 
of this budget by expense item shows that the salary fund for various person- 
nel categories, by itself, accounts for 47 MD, or more than 67 percent of all 
the current expenses of the department. Next c»mes the entry "equipment 
expenses," which grabs 19,782,000 D. The rest of the current expenses involve 
the direct and indirect initiatives of the state in the social and cultural do- 
main, the public institution management fund (military academy, military hos- 
pital, and secondary schools of military education), mission and travel 
expenses, and funds related to the minister and the allocation for members of 
the cabinet. 


Capital Budget 


1982: 71,100,000 D 
1981: 42,590,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +28,410,000 D 
--Percentage: +66.7 


For the purpose of more strongly reinforcing the military capability of the 
Tunisian Army, the capital budget of the Ministry of National Defense will 
reach 71 MD, an increase of 66.7 percent or the equivalent of 28,410,000 D 
compared to the 1981 budget. This record increase will support particularly 
the projects being completed. 


Thus, this budget will devote a blanket sum of 58.5 MD for materiel and con- 
struction support to the army, of which 15 MD are for new projects and 12.5 
MD are for financing Tunisian Armwy construction operations. We should point 
out, moreover, that the expenses necessary for completion of the programs 
established during the preceding years up to the end of 1982 call for obli- 
gatory credits evaluated at 403.2 MD. 
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Ministry of Planning and Finance 
Operating Budget 


1982: 22,721,000 D 
1981: 19,390,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +3,331,000 D 
--Percentage: +17.1 


The management credits allocated to the administration of the Ministry of Plan- 
ning and Finance for the year 1982 come to 22,721,000 D, an increase of 17.1 
percent or the equivalent of 3,331,000 D compared to the 1981 budget. This 
increase is justified by contingency readjustments in the amount of 2,091,000 

D and by new measures amounting to 1,240,000 D. 


The composition of this budget by expense items shows that the salary fund 
comes first with 17,370,000 D, followed by equipment expenses (2,598,000 D), 
direct and indirect state initiatives in economic areas (1,770,000 D), social 
and cultural (506,000 D), and funds related to the minister and the allocation 
for cabinet members (80,000 D). 


But on another plane, this department manages other credits, namely: interest 
on the national debt: It is going to reach, in 1982, the sum of 86.5 MD, an 
increase of 32.6 percent or 21.3 MD compared to that of 1981. The foreign 
debt portion of the interest will reach, in 1982, the sum of 54,426,455 D 

as opposed to 40,781,715 D in 1981, or an increase of 33.5 percent, while the 
interest on the domestic debt will come to 28,018,545 D; commen charges: they 
are going to reach in 1982 the sum of 42 MD, an increase on the order of 75 
percent compared to 1979; and, finally, the contribution of title I or Title 
Il, of which the total rises to 371,000 D, an increase of 23.6 percent. 


Capital Budget 


1982: 33,000,000 D 
1981: 23,198,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +9,802,000 D 
--Percentage: +42.3 


The capital budget (direct investments and ru. al development) of the Ministry 
of Planning and Finance for the year 1982 comes to 33 MD, an increase of 
9,802,000 D or + 42.3 percent compared to the 1981 budget. An examination of 
this budget by expense item shows that the most significant expense concerns 
the Rural Development Program at a value of 30 MD, as opposed to 20,515,000 D 
in 1981, or a 46.2 percent increase. 











The other part of this budget involves the direct investments which will 

finance construction for administrative purposes and the purchase of buildings 

for 1,450,000 D, of which 200,000 D are for new projects; equipment for the 

department for 820,000 D, of which 700,000 D are for new projects; and the Ly 
rest of this budget goes for various operations for 730,000 D. 


The Ministry of Planning and Finance also manages financial operations and the 
national debt. The former amounts to 18,517,000 D, a decrease of 59.2 per- 
cent or 26,853,000 D compared to 1981, and involves particularly the partici- 
pation of the state in the capital of certain financial institutions in Tuni- 
Sia and abroad. The latter comes to 130 MD as opposed to 94.7 MD in 1981, 
and it is divided into 50,770,000 D of foreign debts and 69,229,420 D of 
domestic debts (in the form of equipment orders). 


Ministry of the National Economy 
Operating Budget 


1982: 9,950,000 D 
1981: 8,097,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +1,853,000 D 
--Percentage: +22.9 


The draft operating budget of the Ministry of the National Economy for the 
1982 exercise was fixed at 9,950,000 D, an increase of 22.9 percent or 

1,853 MD compared to the 1981 budget. However, this increase does not repre- 
sent the real change of this department's activity because of the annual 
financial impact of the provisional complementary indemnity provided for 
during 1981, and as a result, the increase of proposed credits will be only 
19 percent. The increase of 1,853,000 D is justified by contingency readjust- 
ments in the amount of 1,115,700 D and by new measures in the amount of 
737,300 D. The composition of this budget by expense item shows that the 
direct and indirect initiatives of the state in the economic area amount to 
7,008,000 D, an increase of 26.6 percent compared to 1981. 


Next come the strictly departmental expenses, which are 2,246,000 D for the 
salary Fund, 496,000 D for equipment and administrative management expenses, 
70,000 D for travel reimbursement, and 70,000 D for expeuses connected with 
the minister and the allocation for members of the cabinet. 


This department also manages the General Compensation Fund, which in 1982 
will reach the sum of 30 MD, a decrease of 10 MD from that of the year 1981. 














Capital Budget 


1982: 65,533,000 D 
1981: 56,181,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +9 ,352,000 D 
--Percentage: +16.6 


The draft capital budget for the year 1982 was set at 65,530,000 D, an increase 
of 16.6 percent or 9,352,000 D compared to the 1981 budget. The greatest part 
of this budget is devoted to financial transactions (64,953,000 D), which will, 
moreover, be used to subsidize a part of the capital budget of businesses 

under the department's guardianship. In the mining sector, provision has been 
made for a blanket sum of 17,444,000 D to be used to finance participation 
(7,800,000 D) and subsidies (9,644,000 D) in the following companies: 

Tunisian Mining Expansion Company, the National Office of Mines, Jebel Jerissa 
and Tamera Company, Gafsa Phosphate Company, and Sera Ouertane Phosphate Mining 
Company. In the energy sector, provision has been made for 7 MD of participa- 
tion and 4,750,000 D of subsidies. In the industrial sector, provision has 
been made for 8,176,000 D of participation and 17,345,000 D of subsidies. For 
tourism, 7.9 MD have been provided for subsidies and 2 MD for loans. Finally, 
for commerce, there are 188,000 D for participation and 150,000 D for subsidies. 


As for the department's direct investments, they include 600,000 D for 1982 
and involve studies (25,000 D), administrative construction (194,000 D), the 
purchase of vehicles (100,000 D), and equipment in the amount of 281,000 D. 


Ministry of Materiel 
Operating Budget 


1982: 18,385,000 D 
1981: 16,385,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +2,000,000 D 
--Percentage: +12.2 


The management budget of the Ministry of Materiel for the 1982 exercise comes 
to 18,385,000 D, an increase of 2 MD or +12.2 percent compared to the 1981 
budget. 


This increase is distributed in the amount of 1,931,000 D for contingency 
readjustments and 69,000 D for new measures. Most of this budget will go to 
the personnel salary fund (10,989,000 D or 59.8 percent of the total budget). 
The rest of the budget will allow payment of the emoluments related to the 
minister and the allocation for members of the cabinet (48,000 D), and espe- 
cially to allow the department to act directly or indirectly in the economic 














sphere (4,276,000 D), to subsidize offices under guardianship (1,800,000 D), 
and finally the direct and indirect initiatives in the social and cultural 
domains (36,000 D). 


We should also point out that the management fund for public institutions 
(15,000 D) involves solely the technical center for the promotion of housing 
and that the subsidies related to the offices under guardianship concern only 
the National Topographic Office (1,800,000 D). 


Capital Budget 


1982: 77,500,000 D 
1981: 69,021,000 D 


Variations: 


-~-Absolute: +8 ,479,000 D 
--Percentage: +12.3 


As for the capital budget (Title II) of this department for the year 1982, it 
has been set at 77.5 MD, of which 67.5 MD are in the form of direct investments 
and 10 MD are for financial transactions. Compared to 1981, this budget shows 
an increase of 8,479,000 D or +12.3 percent. Thus, the considerable size of 
these credits is evidence of the effort which the state is making to carry 

out numerous projects, particularly in the sectors of highways and bridges 

and ports and airports. Ninety-two percent of these credits are directed 

to ongoing projects, while the rest (8 percent) concerns only new projects. 

In addition, the 67.5 MD in direct investments affect particularly the pro- 
grams for highways and bridges, agricultural roads, the second ocean fishing 
program, the Mejerda--Cap-Bon canal, the Joumine dam, the Sidi Saad dam, and 
still other projects. 


Ministry of Agriculture 
Operating Budget 


L982: 56,565,000 D 
1981: 50,052,000 D 


Variations: 


-~-Absolute: +6,513,000 D 
--Percentage: +13.0 


For the year 1982, the operating budget of the Ministry of Agriculture was 

set at 651,565,000 D, an increase of 13 percent or 6,513,000 D compared to 

the 1981 budget. This increase is distributed in the amount of 5,275,500 D 
for contingency readjustments and 1,237,500 D for new measures. 


The distribution of this budget by expense item shows that the salary fund 
comes at the head of the department's expenses, in the amount of 36,346,000 D 
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(64.3 percent of the total budget), an increase on the order of 15 percent 
compared to 1981. Next come the state's direct and indirect initiatives in 
the economic, social, and cultural areas in the amount of 9,712,000 D. The 
3d major expense concerns the management fund for public institutions of an 
administrative nature, with a total of 7,686,000 D. Next come expenses for 
materiel (2,446,000 D), travel reimbursements (320,000 D), and the emoluments 
related to the minister and the allocation for members of the cabinet (55,000 
D). It should also be noted that for the year 1982 the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture anticipates the creation of 885 employment positions, of which 697 are 
of a technical nature. 


Capital Budget 


1982: 87,500,000 D 
1981: 78,175,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +9 ,325,000 D 
--Percentage: +11.9 


With regard to the capital budget of this department for the 1982 exercise, 
it comes to 87.5 MD, of which 49 MD are for financial transactions and 38.5 
MD are for direct investments. Compared to that of 1981, this budget shows 
an increase of 11.9 percent or the equivalent of 9,325,000 D. With regard 

to direct investments, they are going to be able to finance especially the 
forestry projects and the conservation of water and soil in the amount of 
11.5 MD, water use for agriculture in the amount of around 13 MD, research 
and studies at 4.8 MD, the training of cadres and the popularization of agri- 
cultural information at 3.9 MD, and other work connected with ocean fishing, 
administrative construction, and agricultural equipment. 


As for financial transactions, they will allow the financing of the capital 
budgets of SONEDE [expansion unknown] (10.5 MD), OMVVM [office of Developing 
the Merjerda Valley] (2,627,500 D), the National Office for Fishing (1 MD), 
the Office of Northwest Forest and Ranges (2.7 MD), the Office of Grains 
(4,470,000 D), the Office of Central Tunisian Development (3.8 MD), the 
Office of Ranching (1,972,000 D), and the offices of the irrigated perimeters 
of Jendouba (274,000 D), Gafsa and le Jerid (1,268,575 D), Gabes and Medenine 
(659,700 D), Kairouan (721,500 D), Nabeul (750,000 D), and the development 
offices of Nebhana (756,000 D) and El-Akmas (610,500 D) 
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Ministry of Transportation and Communications 
Operating Budget 


1982: 9,220,000 D 
1981: 7,531,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +1,689,000 D 
--Percentage: +22.4 


The management budget of the line item "transport" for the Ministry of Trans- 
port and Communications for the year 1982 comes to 9,220,000 D, an increase 
of 22.4 percent or the equivalent of 1,689,000 D compared to the 1981 budget. 
This increase is distributed in the amount of 1,425,000 D for contingency re- 
adjustments relating especially to personnel salaries and funds of a social 
nature, and 264,000 D for new measures. 


An examination of this budget by item shows four major expenses. The first 
concerns the direct and indirect initiatives of the state in the economic, 
social, and cultural areas and reaches 4,619,000 D, an increase of 846,000 D 
compared to 1981. The second relates to management funds of the public insti- 
tutions (National Institute of Meteorology, Civil Aviation and Meteorology 
School, and the Sousse Merchant Marine School) and reaches more than 2.5 MD. 
The third concerns the salary fund serving administrative and worker personnel 
and reaches 1,743,000 D, an increase of 437,000 D compared to 1981. As for 
the fourth great expense, it concerns equipment expenses and travel and 
mission reimbursement in the amount of 345,000 D in all. 


Capital Budget 


1982: 55,759,000 D 
1981: 59,039,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: -3,280,000 D 
--Percentage: -5.6 


As for the capital budget of "Transport" for 1982, it comes to 55,759,000 D, 

au decrease of 5.6 percent or 3,280,000 D compared to the 1981 budget. The 
wreatest part of this budget (8.6 percent of the state's total Title II) 
involves financial transactions (55,225,000 D), while the rest involves direct 
investments (534,000 D). 


The "financial transactions" part, which decreased on the order of 2.5 MD 
compared to 1981, will be used to finance the capital budgets of the Tuni- 
sian National Railway (SNCFT) in the amount of 46,325,000 D, of which 57.4 
percent is for investments and 19 percent for the indemnity covering the 
working deficit of the SNCFT, of the SNT [National Transportation Company] in 
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the amount of 3.4 MD, and the light subway of the city of Tunis (created in 
October 1981) in the amount of 4.5 MD, and finally 1 MD for the office of 
National Ports (OPNT). As for the part labeled "Direct Investments," it 

will be distributed in the amount of 22,000 D for studies, 205,000 D for the 
training of cadres, 100,000 D for meteorology, 80,000 D for administrative 
construction, 37,000 D for the purchase of vehicles, and 90,000 D for various 
projects. Note that 36.9 percent of the direct investments concern new pro- 
jects. 


Ministry of National Education 
Operating Budget 


1982: 162,400,000 D 
1981: 142,220,000 D 


Variations: 


-~-Absolute: +20,180,000 D 
--Percentage: +14.2 


The draft operating budget of the Ministry of National Education for the 1982 
exercise was set at 162.4 MD, which represents 25.76 percent of the combined 
operating budgets of the different departments. 


Compared to 1981, this budget shows an increase of 14.2 percent or the equiva- 
lent of 20,180,000 D, of which 15,387,000 D are for contingency readjustments 
and 4,793 MD for new measures. 


As usual, the lion's share of these credits goes to teachers’ salaries and 
administrative and worker personnel (150,165,000 D), or 92.5 percent of the 
department's total for Title I), an increase of 14.4 percent or the equivalent 
of 18.9 MD compared to 1981. The rest of the credits will be used particularly 
to pay for equipment expenses and reimbursement of travel and missions 
(3,250,000 D), management funds for public institutions (5,696,000 D), and 
direct and indirect initiatives in the economic, social and cultural areas 
(3,250,000 D). We should also point out that the department plans to 

create during 1982 a total of 3,275 employment positions, of which 1,115 wiil 
be for primary education, 1,120 for secondary education, and 1,040 others 

ber inning on 1 October 1982, as well as 300 worker positions. 


Capital Budget 


1982: 15,000,000 D 
1981: 9,610,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +5,390,000 D 
--Percentage: +56.1 


69 











As tor the capital budget of this department for 1982, it comes to 15 MD, an 
increase of more than 56 percent or the equivalent of 5,390,000 D compared to 
1981. Composed solely of direct investments, this budget will be used to 
finance ongoing projects (5,360,000 D) and especially new projects (9,640,000 
D). In regard to the ongoing projects, the credits proposed for the 1982 
budgetary year will allow the ministry to continue the construction work and 
the equipping of secondary (3,860,000 D) and primary (300,000 D) schools and 
various projects totaling 1.2 MD. 


As for credits designated for new projects, they will be used tro fimance the 
construction of new secondary high schools (580,000 D), and boarding schools 
(760,000 D), the expansion of some secondary schools (2.2 MD), and various 
improvements at the secondary level for 200,000 D. 


At the primary education level, there would also be the financing of class- 
room construction (2.5 MD), the equipping of those rooms (400,000 D), and the 
construction and equipping of apprenticeship centers for the manual trades 
(800,000 D). 


The rest of the Title II budget will be used to finance various projects in- 
cluding the purchase of vehicles (100,000 D) and land and buildings (100,000 
D). 


Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 


Operating Budget 





1982: 42,280,000 D 
1981: 36,380,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +5,900,000 D 
--Percentage: +16.2 


fhe operating budget of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific 
Research for 1982 will reach 42,280,000 D as opoosed to 36,380,000 D in 
1981, or a 16.2 percent increase, which is the equivalent of 5.9 MD. 


[This increase comes from contingency readjustments (4,305,000 D) and new 
measures (1,595,000 D). 


As in preceding years, two large expenses devour 97 percent of this depart- 
ment's Title L; namely, the management funds of the public institutions re- 
lated to the ministry (23,750,000 D, an increase of 18.9 percent compared to 
1981), and the salaries of the teaching staff and administrative and worker 
personnel (17,292,000 D, an increase of 11.4 percent compared to 1981). The 
rest of the budget will be used to pay for equipment expenses and reimburse- 
ment of travel and mission costs (523,000 D) and the direct and indirect 
initiatives of the state in the social and cultural domains (626,000 D), as 
well as the fund connected with the ministry and the allocation for cabinet 
members (89,000 D), with an increase of 30,000 D compared to 1981. 











Capital Budget 


1982: 8,000,000 D 
1981: 8,833,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: -833,000 D 
--Percentage: -9.4 


As for the capital budget of this department for the 1982 exercise, i* was set 
at 8 MD, a decrease of 9.4 percent or the equivalent of 833,000 D compared to 
the 1981 budget. Composed solely of direct investments, this budget will be 
used to finance new projects (2,650,000 D) and especially ongoing projects 
(5,350,000 D). With regard to the ongoing projects, the credits proposed for 
the 1982 budgetary year will allow the ministry to continue the construction 
work and the equipping of the following projects particularly: the College 

of Medicine of Sfax (430,000 D) and that of Sousse (250,000 D), the Upper 
Normal School of Bizerte (400,000 D), the Upper Normal School for Technical 
Education (350,000 D), the College of Arts and Sciences of la Manouba (500,000 
D), the College of Medicine of Tunis (450,000 D), the College of Pharmacy of 
Monastir (400,000 D), and other schools. 


As for new projects, they especially involve the Scientific Research Center 
of Borj Sefria (450,000 D), scientific research equipment, the expansion of 
several colleges, etc. 





Ministry of Information 
Operating Budget 


1982: 7,785,000 D 
1981: 7,668,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +117,000 D 
--Percentage: +1.5 


After a slight drop during the course of 1981, the operating budget of the 
Ministry of Information will show an increase of 1.5 percent or the equiva- 
lent of 117,000 D in attaining a total of 7,785,000 D. This increase comes 
from contingency readjustment operations (26,800 D) and new measures (90,200 
D). As in previous years, the greatest part of this budget is designated 
for the stabilizing subsidy connected with the Tunisian Radio-Television 
(RTT) budget and amounts to 5,460,000 D. 


The rest of the budget will be used to pay for the personnel salary fund 
(732,000 D), equipment expenses and travel reimbursements (331,000 D), 
the state's direct and indirect initiatives in the social and cultural areas 


(1,141,000 D), and a subsidy of 68,000 D for the new National Documentation 
Center. 











Capital Budget 


1982: 822,000 D 
1981: 338,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +484 ,000 D 
--Percentage: +143.2 


As tor the capital budget of this department for the 1982 exercise, it comes 

to 822,000 D, of which 576,000 D are for financial transactions and 246,000 D 
for direct investments. Compared to 1981, this budget shows an exceptional in- 
crease (+143 [sic] percent or the equilvalent of 484 MD)! 


With regard to direct investments, they are going to be able to finance on- 
going projects (96,000 D), particularly the study and purchase of land for 
construction of the National Documentation Center (30,000 D), construction of 
a depot and a garage (30,000 D), as weil as new projects, including particu- 
larly the purchase of vehicles, the addition of data processing for the new 
National Documentation Center, and its equipment. 


As for financial transactions, they involve only the TAP, which will spend 
this category of funds for the construction of a new main office and the pur- 
chase of various equipment. 


Ministry of Cultural Affairs 
Operating Budget 


1982: 7,571,000 D 
1981: 6,293,000 D 


Variations: 


-~-Absolute: +] ,278,000 D 
--Percentage: +20.3 


The management budget of the Ministry of Cultural Affairs for the year 1982 
has been set at 7,571,000 D, which represents an increase of 20.3 percent or 
the equivalent of 1,278,000 ) compared to 1981. This increase comes from 
contingency readjustments and new measures which reached, respectively, 
873,000 D and 405,000 D. In addition, this budget will be used to pay for 
the salaries of administrative and worker personnel (3,510,000 D, an increase 
of 20.5 percent compared to 1981), the subsidy connected with public insti- 
tutions (1,585,000 D), expenses for equipment and travel reimbursements 
(440,000 D), and the state's direct and indirect initiatives in the social 
and cultural areas (2,005,000 D). 











Capital Budget 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +972 ,000 D 
--Percentage: +78./7 


The capital budget of this department for the 1982 exercise is going to reach 
2,207 MD, an increase of 78.7 percent or the equivalent of 972,000 D compared 
to the 1981 budget. 


Composed solely of direct investments, this budget will allow the financing 
of ongoing projects in the amount of 1 MD and of new projects in the amount 
of 1,207,000 D. Among the department's ongoing projects, let us cite the 
case of the National Library (200,000 D), the regional library of Monastir 
(120,000 D), etc. Among the new projects are the construction and equipping 
of sevaral libraries in different regions of the country, as well as the 
furnishing of houses for younr people and the care of antique monuments. 


Ministry of Public Health 
Operating Budget 


1982: 83,200,000 D 
1981: 69,300,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +13,900,000 D 
--Percentage: +20.0 


The operating budget of the Ministry of Public Health for the year 1982 comes 
to 83.2 MD as opposed to 69.3 MD in 1981, which is a 20 percent increase or 
the equivalent of 13.9 MD. This increase is the result of contingency re- 
adjustment operations and new measures which came to, respectively, 
10,427,300 D and 3,472,700 D. As is the case with certain departments 
(Interior, National Education, etc), the principal part of the budget is de- 
voted to the salaries of medical and paramedical personnel and workers: 
62,985,000 D compared to 1981. The rest of this budget, or 24.3 percent of 
the total, will go to paying for equipment expenses and travel reimbursements 
(1,080,000 D), management subsidies for the public institutions (hospitals) 
in the amount of 17,372,000 D, as well as the direct and indirect initia- 
tives in the economic, social, and cultural areas in the amount of 

1,722,000 D. 
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Capital Budget 


1982: 20,157,000 D 
1981: 14,783,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +5,374,000 D 
--Percentage: +36.4 


The capital budget of this department, for the 1982 exercise, was set at 
20,157,000 D, of which 17 MD are for direct investments and 3,157,000 D for 
financial transactions. Compared to 1981, this budget shows an increase of 
5,374,000 D or 36.4 percent. In the area of direct investments, the credits 
proposed for this department will finance ongoing projects (12.4 MD), which 
basically involve sanitation equipment (12.3 MD), as well as new projects 
(4.6 MD) which concurrently include sanitation quipment (3.5 MD), sanita- 
tion fields (950,000 D), and miscellaneous operations (150,000 D). As for 
financial transactions, they will enable the financing of the investments 
of the National Office for Family Planning and the Office of Mineral Waters 
in the amounts of 1,820,000 D and 1,337,000 D, respectively. 


Ministry of Housing 
Operating Budget 


1982: 


2,600,000 D 
1981: 1,7 


94,009 D 
Variations: 


Absolute: +806,000 D 
Percentage: +44.9 


The operating budget of the Ministry of Housing for the 1982 exercise was set 
at 2.6 MD, aa increase mthe order of 45 percent or the equivalent of 806,000 
D compared to 1981. This increase is based on contingency readjustments in 
the amount of 574,000 D and new measures in the amount of 232 MD. An exami- 
nation of this budget by line item shows that the principal expense of 

this department is the housing promotion fund with 1,111,000 D (42.7 percent 
of the Title I total), an increase of 101,000 D or 10 percent compared to 
L981. The rest of this budget will be used mainly to pay for the salaries 

of administrative and worker personnel in the amount of 987,000 D, expenses 
for equipment and travel reimbursements in the amount of 451,000 D, and the 
state's direct and indirect initiatives in the social and cultural areas in 
the amount of 13,000 D. Note that this department anticipates the creation 
of 100 new employment positions, of which 63 are for technicians. 











Capital Budget 


1982: 8,740,000 D 
1981: 10,121,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: -1,381,000 D 
--Percentage: -13.6 


As for the capital budget of this department for the year 1982, it comes to 
8,740,000 D, of which 300,000 D are for direct investments and 8,440,000 D 
for financial transactions. 


Compared to 1981, this budget shows a decrease of 1,381,000 D or 13.6 percent, 
which, moreover, affected direct investments as well as financial transactions. 
In the area of direct investments, the credits proposed will be used to 

finance ongoing projects (6,000 D) and involve mainly the housing experimenta- 
tion center project, as well as new projects (290,000 D), which include 
especially the study of the third housing and construction development pro- 
ject and the equipping of a laboratory. As for financial transactions, they 
involve only the SNIT for a package of 7,940,000 D and the Agency for the 
Sanitary Improvement and Renovation of Housing in the amount of 500,900 D. 





Ministr’' of Social Affairs 
Operating Budget 


1982: 17,334,000 D 
1981: 15,459,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +1 ,875,000 D 
--Percentage: +12.1 


The management budget of the Ministry of Social Affairs for the 1982 exer- 
cise was set at 17,334,000 D, an increase of 1,875,000 D or 12.1 percent 
compared to 1981. This increase comes from contingency readjustment opera- 
tions and new measures which come to, respectively, 1,140,200 D and 

734,800 D. Concerning the composition of this budget by expense item, it 
shows that the state's direct and indirect initiatives in the social and 
cultural areas and the personnel salary fund together account for the great- 
est part of the management credits proposed for this department (93.8 per- 
cent) or, respectively, 11,651,500 D and 4,609,000 D. 


The rest of the budget will be used to pay for equipment expenses and travel 
reimbursements in the amount of 468,000 D, subsidies for management of public 
institutions (the National Institute for the Protection of Childhood and the 
Center for Rural Girls) for 572,500 D. 











Capital Budget 


1982: 3,164,000 D 
1981: 2,553,000 D 


Variations: 


-~~-Absolute: +611,000 D 
--Percentage: +23.9 


The capital budget of this ministry for the year 1982 amounts to 3,164,000 D, 
of which 632,000 D are for direct investments and 2,532,000 D for financial 
transactions. 


Compared to 1981, this budget shows an increase of 611,000 D or 23.9 percent. 
With regard to direct investments, the credits proposed will be used to 
finance ongoing projects (232,000 D), including especially the construction 
of additional floors at the ministry's offices (100,000 D) and the construc- 
tion of the center for the mentally handicapped (70,000 D), as well as new 
projects (400,000 D), including particularly the purchase of vehicles 
(105,000 D) and the construction of local social work centers and regional 
centers for social development (130,000 D together), etc. As for financial 
transactions, they will be used totally for the state's participation in the 
investment program of the Office of Overseas Workers, Employment, and Pro- 
fessional Education (OTTEEFP). 


Ministry of Youth and Sports 
Operating Budget 


1982: 15,000,000 D 
1981: 12,900,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +2,100,000 D 
--Percentage: +16.2 


The draft operating budget of the Ministry of Youth and Sports for the 1982 
exercise was set at 15 MD, an increase of 2.1 MD or 16.2 percent compared to 
1981. This increase derives from contingency readjustment operations and 
new measures which came to, respectively, 1,523,000 D and 577,000 D. The 
composition of this budget by expense item shows a predominance of the per- 
sonnel salary fund, which ought to absorb 73 percent of the budget total and 
reach 10,958 MD, an increase of 15.3 percent compared to 1981. The remain- 
ing 27 percent of the budget will be used to fund the management subsidy for 
the public institutions dependent on this department (2,049,000 D), equipment 
expenses and travel reimbursements in the amount of 343,000 D, the state's 
indirect initiatives in the economic, social, and cultural areas (1.6 MD), 
and finally the minister's allowance and the allocation for cabinet members 
in the amount of 50,000 D. 

















Capital Budget 


1982: 2,300,000 D 
1981: 1,530,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +770,000 D 
--Percentage: -+50.3 


Made up solely of direct investments, the capital budget of this department 
for 1982 comes to 2.3 MD, an increase of 770,000 D or 50.3 percent compared 
to 1981. This budget will therefore be used to finance ongoing projects 
(1,130,000 D) which concern young people (238,000 D), sports (771,000 D), 
and childhood (120,800 D). 


It will also finance new projects (1,170,000 D) which concern young people 
(231,000 D), sports (405,000 D), childhood (160,000 D), and miscellaneous 
projects (374,000 D), including notably the acquisition of buses in the 

amount of 114,000 D and the construction of an office complex for the ministry 
and sport federations in the amount of 150,000 D. 


Ministry of Transport and Postal and Electrical Communications 
(Budget Annex) 
Operating Budget 


1982: 53,644,000 D 
1981: 44,800,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +8 ,844,000 D 
--Percentage: +19°./7 


For 1982, the operating budget of the PTT (Post, Telegraph, and Telecommuni- 
cations) was fixed at 53,644,000 D, an increase of 8,844,000 D or 19.7 per- 
cent compared to 1981. This increase derives from contingency readjustment 
operations and new measures which came to, respectively, 8,555,000 D and 
289,000 D. The composition of this budget annex by item shows three major 
expense areas; namely, salaries (20,290,000 D, an increase of 24.5 percent 
compared to 1981), the contribution to the state's budget (15,530,000 D as 
opposed to 15 MD in 1981), and the state's direct initiatives in the economic, 
social, and cultural areas (10,677,000 D, an increase of 34.5 percent 
compared to 1981). The rest of this management budget will be used particu- 
larly to pay for the debt reimbursement total in the amount of 3,623,000 D, 
equipment expenses and travel reimbursements in the amount of 1,908,000 D, 
and miscellaneous and unanticipated expenses in the amount of 600,000 D. 
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Capital Budget 


1982: 20,000,000 D 
1981: 13,520,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +6,480,000 D 
--Percentage: +47.9 


As for the budget of this department for the 1982 exercise, it comes to 20 MD, 
an increase of 6,480,000 D or 47.9 percent compared to 1981. 


This budget, which is composed solely of direct investments, will be spent in 
the amount of 16 MD for ongoing projects and 4 MD for new projects. 


fhe 16 MD for ongoing projects are distributed in the amount of 12,670,000 D 
for equipment and 3,290,000 D for construction. As for the 4 MD of new pro- 
jects, they chiefly involve equipping urban network No 9 and telephone lines 
in the amount of 2 MD, the purchase of vehicles for 750,000 D, and the con- 
struction of PTT offices at the regional level and in rural areas in the 
amount of 350,000 D. 


Tunisian Radio-Television (RTT) 
Budget Annex 
Operating Budget 


1982: 8,600,000 D 
1981: 6,670,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +1 ,930,000 D 
--Percentage: +28.9 


The management budget of the RTT for the 1982 exercise was set at 8.6 MD, an 
increase of 1,930,000 D or 28.9 percent compared to the 1981 budget. This 
increase may be explained by contingency readjustment operations and by new 
measures which came to, respectively, 1,001,000 D and 929,000 D. Thus, 

these credits will be used to pay for all categories of personnel salaries 

in the amount of 4,222,000 D (+11.1 percent), expenses for equipment and tra- 
vel reimbursements in the amount of 3,360,000 D (+26.6 percent), the state's 
direct initiatives in the social and cultural domains in the amount of 
135,000 D, participation in international organizations for 93,000 D, and, 
finally, miscellaneous and unanticipated expenses in the amount of 790,000 D. 
[t should be pointed out that the receipts of these credits come especially 
from the stabilizing subsidy furnished by the state budget (5,460,000 D) 

and the participation of subscribers to the STEG [Tunisian Gas and Electric 
Company] network (2.8 MD). 














Capital Budget 


1982: 3,500,000 D 
1981: 3,040,000 D 


Variations: 


--Absolute: +460,000 D 
--Percentage: +15.1 


As for the capital budget of the RTT for the year 1982, it comes to 3.5 MD, 
an increase of 460,000 D or 15.1 percent compared to the 1981 budget. Com- 
posed solely of direct investments, this budget will be used to continue on- 
going projects (1.8 MD), including particularly the renovation of equipment 
for the television service in the amount of 200,000 D, equipment of the 
radio station at Sfax in the amount of 200,000 D, and the radio station of 
Monastir in the amount of 300,000 D, etc. 


This budget will also enable the launching of new programs (1.7 MD), includ- 
ing particularly the renovation of radio production equipment for the sum of 
230,000 D, repairing radio stations for 350,000 D, repairing television sta- 
tions for 210,000 D, renovating television equipment for 355,000 D, the pur- 
chase of vehicles for 150,000 D, and expanding the Sidi Mansour Station for 
112,000 D. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


IRRIGATION PACT SIGNED--Riyadh, February 18--Saudi Agriculture Minister Abdel 
Rahman Al-Sheikh and his Tunisian counterpart, Assaad Ben Osman, yesterday 
signed an agreement in principle calling for cooperation on irrigation pro- 
jects it was announced here. The accord provides for Tunisia to send agri- 
cultural specialists to Saudi Arabia, and for the two nations to exchange 
information on <:griculture, irrigation and stock raising. The creation of 

a joint Tunisian-based fishing enterprise was also discussed. Mr Osman 
arrived here Sunday for visit of several days. (A.F.P.) [Text] 

[Paris AFRICA AF? in English No 2873, 19 Feb 82 p 6] 
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